
1 

Chair Karlynn Morgan 
3098 Shannon Dr. 

Winston-Salem  NC 27106 

karlynnmorgan@earthlink.net  

Presented by: 

North Carolina Shell Club 

www.ncshellclub.com 

Now offering:  

The Masters Award 

September 28 – 30, 2018 

New Location     

Entry Deadlines 
Applications must be in the hands of the Shell Show Chair by the dates. 

Dealers – August 1, 2018 

Masters Award Applications August 1, 2018 

All Other Scientific Category Applications September 8, 2018 

Artistic Category Applications September 8, 2018 

Coastline Conference & Event Center 

501 Nutt St 

Wilmington, North Carolina  28401 

USA  

Prospectus  

2018 North Carolina Shell Show 

The Marvelous Spiral 

mailto:karlynnmorgan@earthlink.net
http://www.ncshellclub.com
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2018 North Carolina Shell Show 
Important Data 

Entry Deadline Scientific and /Art:  September 8, 2018 

Entry Deadline Masters Award:       August 1, 2018 

Entries may be mailed, emailed or hand delivered to the Show Chair, Karlynn Morgan. She must 

have all entries in hand by the deadline.      

Show Location:    Coastline Conference & Event Center 

         501 Nutt St. Wilmington NC  28401  

Dealers Setup:      Thursday September 27, 07:00 AM ï 5:00 PM 

Exhibitors Setup: Thursday September 27, 07:00 AM ï 12:00 PM   

Judging:                 Thursday September 27, 12:00 - 5:00 PM 

Show Hours:          Friday September 28, 09:00 AMð5:00 PM  

           Saturday, September 29, 9:00AM ï 5:00PM 

                                Sunday, September 30, 09:00 AM ï 3:00PM 

Banquet:                Saturday, September 29,  6:30 PM   

Show Strike:          Sunday, September 30, 3:00PM ï 7:00PM  

Exhibitors will receive an instruction and orientation packet prior to the show including directions to 

Coastline Conference & Event Center and where/how to unload their exhibits.  

No Shell Show exhibitor or associated person will be allowed entry to the exhibit hall before 7 AM on 

Thursday.  

All exhibits must be set up by 12:00 PM, Thursday, September 27, 2018.  

No exhibitor will be allowed to remain in the exhibit hall during judging.   

Members of all shell clubs are encouraged to enter The North Carolina Shell Show. The show is open to 

the public during the hours listed above on Friday, Saturday and Sunday.  

All exhibits, club tables, and dealers displays must remain for the duration of the show. Strike begins no 

sooner than 3PM on Sunday.  

Awards will be given at the time of judging and will in place with exhibits for the opening of the show 

Friday at 9 AM.  Note: the Masters Award will not be announced until the banquet, Saturday evening  

Shell Show Chair Karlynn Morgan 
3098 Shannon Dr. 

Winston-Salem  NC 27106 

karlynnmorgan@earthlink.net  

mailto:karlynnmorgan@earthlink.net
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2018 North Carolina Shell Show 

Exhibitor setup is Thursday morning. All exhibits must be completely setup and all exhibitors must exit the  

Exhibit Hall by 12 PM Thursday. Judging will begin after 12:00 PM. Dealers arrive  between 7 AM and 5 PM  

and set up their displays during the day.                                                                                                           

Absolutely no one will be allowed to preview either the show or the dealer’s wares until Friday at 9 AM 

when the Shell Show opens.  

Space 

It is the policy of the North Carolina Shell Show not to limit space for any exhibit. If you do have a large 

exhibit we recommend entering early to ensure we can provide space for it.  

Only once in recent history was the show forced to request that an exhibit be reduced in size to fit available 

space. It is our goal to continue welcoming all entries but it is imperative that exhibitors wishing to enter 

large exhibits reserve their space as early as possible.  

Exhibits including backboards must be self-supporting, free standing and fit on a standard table at 30 

inches (76 cm) front to back. 

Backboards are limited to 36 inches (91 cm) height.   

The back of any backboards must be free of print or other distracting graphics. A plain white finish is ideal. 

No one wants to see an ugly carcass of an exhibit. There is no exhibit space available against a wall.   

Eligibility 

Entries are open to anyone associated with a shell club who submits an application. There is no entry fee. 

Admission 

The Shell Show charges an admission.  

Show exhibitors, vendors and volunteers will be provided with complimentary admission to the Show.   

Access 

Exhibitors and vendors will receive a detailed map showing the location of the Coastline Conference and 

Event Center, public parking and exhibitor parking approximately two weeks before the show.                     

All exhibitor and dealer access is via the main entrance at the front of the Coastline Center.   

Setup 

Shell Show Committee members and volunteers who wish to help with covering the tables should be at the 

Coastline Center at 6 AM on Thursday, September 27, 2018. No exhibitor will be allowed to bring in and/or 

begin setup before 07:00 AM on Thursday. Vendors may begin to load their exhibits into the Exhibit Hall  

starting at 7:00 AM Thursday.  

Lighting and Electricity 

If you need electricity bring a good three prong extension cord. A 25 foot cord is very good.  Safety code does 

not allow ganging of multiple power strips and/or cords. Coastline staff will adjust the lighting for best view-

ing of exhibits. Only Coastline employees are allowed to work with facility lighting or other property.   
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2018 North Carolina Shell Show 

Awarding at North Carolina Shell Show 
To promote highest quality of the shell show, all Awards except ñPeoples Choice,ò will only 

be made if the judges determine an entry has been made deserving a given award by quality 

and content. For example an exhibit entered as the sole contender within a given category 

must fulfill the parameters of a high quality exhibit in order to earn a first place award in that 

category. Awards including trophies will not be made if no exhibit has earned them.    

 

 

Conservation 

 

North Carolina Shell Club wishes to emphasize that reasonable and responsible collecting 

should be our goal in order to minimize the environmental impact of our studies and pre-

serve natural habitat and mollusks for future generations to enjoy and learn from. For a de-

tailed essay on the ethics of responsible shell collecting see the North Carolina Shell Club 

web page at: www.ncshellclub.com/Collect.htm  

Repeat Exhibits 
 

Exhibitors may enter displays/collections shown in a previous North Carolina Shell Show. 

Due to the high quality of these exhibits we welcome them, as does the public for a second 

look.  

The Conchologists of America Award and du Pont Trophy cannot be awarded to an exhibit 

more than once unless it has been changed by a minimum of 50% by content of specimens, 

backboards and/or increase in size.  

This rule includes all North Carolina Shell Show awards excepting ñPeopleôs Choice 

Award.ò   

The Masters Award may be received only once by any one exhibit entry.  
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2018 North Carolina Shell Show Judging Guidelines 
 

Judging of North Carolina Shell Show exhibits follows the guidelines of sound judging set forth by 

The Conchologists of America.  

Guidelines for 

The Conchologists of America Award 

(Appendum I) 

Sound Judging Process 
Sound and unbiased judging is central to a good shell show. The following are suggested guidelines aimed at achieving this goal 

for scientific exhibits.  

 

For each show, there shall preferably be two or more suitably qualified judges working as a panel. 

All judges should have a good knowledge of conchology. At least one member of the judging panel, acting as the senior 

judge should have superior knowledge in judging shell shows. 

All judges should be thoroughly familiar with the rules of the shows they are judging. 

The show sponsor should provide for a suitable environment in which the judging is to take place. There should be adequate 

lighting; and the process free from unnecessary interruptions.  

The show sponsor should assign one or more clerks to assist in the judging process. The clerks should be thoroughly familiar 

with the show rules. A copy of the shell show rules should be made available during the judging process for quick refer-

ence. 

The clerk(s) should not be competing exhibitor(s) at the show. 

The judging process should be conducted free from outside influence, including prejudicial comments or suggestions from 

the clerk(s). The judges should have the right to privacy for free uninhibited discussions among themselves. 

Exhibits to be judged should be identified anonymously; a common acceptable practice is to identify each exhibit numerical-

ly. Text or graphics depicting the exhibitor should be covered up.  

Where there is a conflict of interest, the particular judge involved, should remove himself (herself) from the discussion on 

that one exhibit. 

Judges should withhold award (including COA Award) when no exhibit is found to measure up to standards deserving such 

honor.  

Post-judging critique of any exhibit by a judge, when asked for, is deemed as a a healthy process and should be encouraged. 

Judgesô decisions are final. 

 

COA executive Board Approval, July 9, 1990                                         ADDEN-1. COA 
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2018 North Carolina Shell Show Judging Guidelines 

Appendix I 

Due to the high quality of top exhibit entries at North Carolina Shell Show sometimes it ap-

pears there to be no way to judge one of two entries superior to the other. In this event the scor-

ing system presented here will be used to help define a frontrunner.   

 

 

 

 

Criteria  100 points maximum total  

 

60 Points.  The exhibit has a superior focus on educational. Criteria include originality, content, clarity, organization and comprehensive-

ness of the exhibitôs theme or subject matter. 

 

 

20 Points.  Backboards, text and labels must be informative as well as accurate. Note: Double check research, locality data, identification, 

spelling and that all is up to date. Accurate collecting data is important. Follow accepted scientific nomenclature recording format. 

 

 

10 Points. The attractiveness or aesthetic design of the exhibit includes the quality of the cases, background material, color and graphics. 

Consistency of arrangement(s) of shells, labels and illustrations are important considerations. Watch for inconsistencies in borders, 

colors and typeface(s). All components should work well together toward a professional appearance. 

 

 

10 Points. The shell specimens should support the educational purpose of the exhibit. The choice of specimens as to their quality and rarity 

will be considered. Preparation of shell specimens including cleaning, preservation of periostracum, operculum and overall condition 

are important elements. 
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2018 North Carolina Shell Show 
Rules and Regulations 

1.  A complete, signed application must be submitted for each entry. 

2.  Entries can be made in as many categories as desired. Content of each exhibit must be for 

that one entry only. For example, an entry in the Category ñWorldwide Self-collectedò can-

not be considered as part of the Category ñEducational Collection.ò Exceptions to this rule 

are awards for Best Single Shell Any Source, Best Self-collected Shell and Photography.   

3.  Content of the exhibit must be solely the property of the exhibitor and may not be for sale 

during the show.  

4.  No exhibitor shall be allowed in the Coastline Exhibit Hall while judging is in process. 

5.  Any exhibit which has won first place in a North Carolina Shell Show, excluding single 

shells, must be reworked a minimum of 50% via addition of new labeling or specimens. 

6.  A shell that has won either the ñSingle Best Self Collected Shellò or ñBest Shell of Show 

Any Sourceò  in a North Carolina Shell Show cannot qualify for either award a second 

time at the NC Shell Show.  

7.  The name(s) or nickname(s) of the exhibitor must not show on any part of the exhibit until 

judging is complete (this prohibition includes a picture of the exhibitor on a backboard as 

well). Labels identifying the exhibitor will be provided by the show and placed on exhibits 

after judging is complete.   

8.  Awards will be given only if the judges deem the exhibit(s) worthy of receiving them. The 

judgeôs decisions are final. The COA guidelines of sound judging are used as a guide. 

9.  There is no limit to exhibit length. Width (front to back) is limited to 30 inches. Electricity 

is available upon request. The reverse side of posters, maps, easels, etc. must be neat and 

pleasing to the eye so as not to detract from exhibits on the opposite side of the table. All 

backboards must be free standing. Backboard height limit is 36 inches. Exhibits must 

fit on the tables. 

10.  Exhibits must be contained in a covered box or case. This is for the safety of the collec-

tions. An exception is made for very large shells which may be displayed uncovered at the 

ownerôs risk. All effort is made by the show committee to ensure the safety of exhibits but 

uncovered shells are tempting to touch which can happen too quickly even when we are 

looking.   

11.  Exhibits must remain in place for the duration of the show. Early removal may cause loss 

of eligibility for future shows.  

12.  Failure to bring an entry to the show may result in a charge for table space and loss of fu-

ture eligibility for the show.                 

13.  No advertising or selling of merchandise will be allowed in or around the show other than 

by dealers at their tables, who have filed a complete dealer application. The North Carolina 

Shell Club sales tables are dealers.  

14.  In categories other than those which must only contain self-collected shells, a red star 

should be placed on the shellôs label in order for it to be eligible for the ñSelf- Collected 

Shell of the Showò Award. If photography included in the exhibit is by the exhibitor in-

clude a credit that reads ñPhotography by exhibitorò in bold print. If all shells in an exhibit 

are self collected this must be boldly indicated on the exhibits introduction or backboard.   
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15.  The arts and crafts exhibits must be the sole creation of the entrant, excluding support 

apparatus such as cases, pedestals, frames, easels, etc. This rule does not apply for en-

trants into the Category Arts and Crafts not created by the exhibitor.  

2018 North Carolina Shell Show 
Rules and Regulations continued 

16. The Shell Show Committee reserves the right to change an exhibit to another category if in its 

opinion it does not belong in the category in which it was entered. Should a change of catego-

ry be considered every effort will be made to discuss the situation with the entrant before the 

change is made.  

17.   The North Carolina Shell Club and/or Coastline Conference & Event Center will not be re-

sponsible for damage or theft of any exhibit. However, appropriate preventative precautions 

are exercised.  

 

 

 

Remember, Important Date 

Deadline for Masters Award: August 1, 2018 

Deadline for Other Entries: September 8, 2018 

Submit to: 

                                          Chair:  Karlynn Morgan 

                       3098 Shannon Dr.  

                       Winston-Salem, NC 27106 

                                   

                                Email: karlynnmorgan@earthlink.net 
  

                         

Suggestions or complaints concerning the show must be directed to the North Carolina Shell 

Show Chair and or Club President only. Any unsportsmanlike conduct on the part of any ex-

hibitor will be reported to the officers of North Carolina Shell Club. The incident will be dis-

cussed at the next meeting of officers and may result in prohibition of entry in the North Car-

olina Shell show for a minimum of one year or longer.   

Entries for the Masters Award may compete only for this one award in the show with the ex-

ception of the Peopleôs Choice Award.   
18. 
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2018 North Carolina Shell Show Categories 

Awards 

Listed with each category are a series of numbers and abbreviations  indicating awards    

applicable. The list is offered as a quick reference for awards that are possible within that 

category. Refer to the descriptions of awards for details of qualifications.  

Symbol Key 

1. Masters/Bosch ï Masterôs Award/ Bosch Trophy  

2. COA ï Conchologists of American Award 

3. du Pont ï du Pont Trophy 

4. Vanlandingham ï Alta Vanlandingham Award (Best Self-collected Exhibit) 

5. Weber Award ï Dean and Dottie Weber Environmental Awareness Award  

6. North Carolina ï Best North Carolina Collection 

7. Durand ï Janet Durand Award 

8. Porter ï Hugh Porter Award 

9. Shell Any Source ï Best Shell of Show any source (this can be a single shell or part of a larger exhibit) 

10. Shell Self-collected ï Best Self-collected Shell of Show (this can be a single shell or part of a larger exhibit) 

11. Novice ï Best Novice Collection, scientific category only ï must be at least one case including multiple shells 

12. Fossil ï Best Fossil Exhibit 

13. Small ï Best Small (scientific) Exhibit   

14. Junior ï Best Junior Collection 

15. Scientific Photo ï Best Scientific Photography (this can be a single photo or part of a larger exhibit) 

16. Artistic Photo ï Best Artistic (shell) Photograph (this can be a single photo or part of a larger exhibit) 

17. Art-Craft Using Shells ï Best Art and Craft Using Shells 

18. Art-Craft Depicting Shells ï Best Art and Craft Depicting Shells 

19. Sailor’s Valentine ï Best (overall in Show) Sailorôs Valentine 

20. Special Award ï Rosette (each judge has the option of awarding one = three for the show)  

21. First Place ï Blue Rosette ï first place in the category 

22. Second Place ï Red Rosette ï second place in the category 

23. People’s Choice ï by popular vote tabulated from returns Friday and Saturday    
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Scientific Categories  

2018 North Carolina Shell Show Categories 

1. Masters/Bosch: entrants in this category can compete for no other award except the Peopleôs Choice.   

1. Masters/Bosch / 23. People’s Choice 

2. North Carolina Collection: all specimens must be self-collected from North Carolina; includes salt, fresh 

water, land and/or fossil mollusks. 

нΦ /h! κ оΦ Řǳ tƻƴǘ κ пΦ ±ŀƴ[ŀƴŘƛƴƎƘŀƳ κ рΦ ²ŜōŜǊ !ǿŀǊŘ κ сΦbƻǊǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀ κ уΦtƻǊǘŜǊ κ фΦ{ƘŜƭƭ !ƴȅ {ƻǳǊŎŜ κ млΦ{ƘŜƭƭ {ŜƭŦ-ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ κ ммΦbƻǾƛŎŜ κ моΦ{Ƴŀƭƭ κ 

мрΦ{ŎƛŜƴǝŬŎ tƘƻǘƻ κ мсΦ!ǊǝǎǝŎ tƘƻǘƻ κ нлΦ{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ !ǿŀǊŘ κ нмΦCƛǊǎǘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ннΦ{ŜŎƻƴŘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ноΦtŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ      

3. Regional Self-Collected: 100% Self-collected 

нΦ /h! κ оΦ Řǳ tƻƴǘ κ пΦ ±ŀƴ[ŀƴŘƛƴƎƘŀƳ κ рΦ ²ŜōŜǊ !ǿŀǊŘ κ уΦtƻǊǘŜǊ κ фΦ{ƘŜƭƭ !ƴȅ {ƻǳǊŎŜ κ млΦ{ƘŜƭƭ {ŜƭŦ-ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ κ ммΦbƻǾƛŎŜ κ моΦ{Ƴŀƭƭ κ мрΦ{ŎƛŜƴǝŬŎ tƘƻǘƻ κ 

мсΦ!ǊǝǎǝŎ tƘƻǘƻ κ нлΦ{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ !ǿŀǊŘ κ нмΦCƛǊǎǘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ннΦ{ŜŎƻƴŘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ноΦtŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ      

4. Regional Collection Any Source:  

нΦ /h! κ оΦ Řǳ tƻƴǘ κ рΦ ²ŜōŜǊ !ǿŀǊŘ κ уΦtƻǊǘŜǊ κ фΦ{ƘŜƭƭ !ƴȅ {ƻǳǊŎŜ κ млΦ{ƘŜƭƭ {ŜƭŦ-ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ κ ммΦbƻǾƛŎŜ κ моΦ{Ƴŀƭƭ κ мрΦ{ŎƛŜƴǝŬŎ tƘƻǘƻ κ мсΦ!ǊǝǎǝŎ tƘƻǘƻ κ 

нлΦ{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ !ǿŀǊŘ κ нмΦCƛǊǎǘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ннΦ{ŜŎƻƴŘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ноΦtŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ      

5. World-wide Self-collected: 100% self-collected 

нΦ /h! κ оΦ Řǳ tƻƴǘ κ пΦ ±ŀƴ[ŀƴŘƛƴƎƘŀƳ κ рΦ ²ŜōŜǊ !ǿŀǊŘ κ уΦtƻǊǘŜǊ κ фΦ{ƘŜƭƭ !ƴȅ {ƻǳǊŎŜ κ млΦ{ƘŜƭƭ {ŜƭŦ-ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ κ ммΦbƻǾƛŎŜ κ моΦ{Ƴŀƭƭ κ мрΦ{ŎƛŜƴǝŬŎ tƘƻǘƻ κ 

мсΦ!ǊǝǎǝŎ tƘƻǘƻ κ нлΦ{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ !ǿŀǊŘ κ нмΦCƛǊǎǘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ннΦ{ŜŎƻƴŘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ноΦtŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ      

6. World-wide Any Source: 

нΦ /h! κ оΦ Řǳ tƻƴǘ κ рΦ ²ŜōŜǊ !ǿŀǊŘ κ уΦtƻǊǘŜǊ κ фΦ{ƘŜƭƭ !ƴȅ {ƻǳǊŎŜ κ млΦ{ƘŜƭƭ {ŜƭŦ-ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ κ ммΦbƻǾƛŎŜ κ моΦ{Ƴŀƭƭ κ мрΦ{ŎƛŜƴǝŬŎ tƘƻǘƻ κ мсΦ!ǊǝǎǝŎ tƘƻǘƻ κ 

нлΦ{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ !ǿŀǊŘ κ нмΦCƛǊǎǘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ннΦ{ŜŎƻƴŘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ноΦtŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ      

7. Fresh Water Collection: self-collected or any source 

нΦ /h! κ оΦ Řǳ tƻƴǘ κ пΦ ±ŀƴ[ŀƴŘƛƴƎƘŀƳ κ рΦ ²ŜōŜǊ !ǿŀǊŘ κ уΦtƻǊǘŜǊ κ фΦ{ƘŜƭƭ !ƴȅ {ƻǳǊŎŜ κ млΦ{ƘŜƭƭ {ŜƭŦ-ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ κ ммΦbƻǾƛŎŜ κ моΦ{Ƴŀƭƭ κ мрΦ{ŎƛŜƴǝŬŎ tƘƻǘƻ κ 

мсΦ!ǊǝǎǝŎ tƘƻǘƻ κ нлΦ{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ !ǿŀǊŘ κ нмΦCƛǊǎǘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ннΦ{ŜŎƻƴŘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ноΦtŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ      

8. Land Snails: self-collected or any source 

нΦ /h! κ оΦ Řǳ tƻƴǘ κ пΦ ±ŀƴ[ŀƴŘƛƴƎƘŀƳ κ рΦ ²ŜōŜǊ !ǿŀǊŘ κ уΦtƻǊǘŜǊ κ фΦ{ƘŜƭƭ !ƴȅ {ƻǳǊŎŜ κ млΦ{ƘŜƭƭ {ŜƭŦ-ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ κ ммΦbƻǾƛŎŜ κ моΦ{Ƴŀƭƭ κ мрΦ{ŎƛŜƴǝŬŎ tƘƻǘƻ κ 

мсΦ!ǊǝǎǝŎ tƘƻǘƻ κ нлΦ{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ !ǿŀǊŘ κ нмΦCƛǊǎǘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ннΦ{ŜŎƻƴŘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ноΦtŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ      

9. Fossil Mollusks: self-collected or any source 

нΦ /h! κ оΦ Řǳ tƻƴǘ κ пΦ ±ŀƴ[ŀƴŘƛƴƎƘŀƳ κ рΦ ²ŜōŜǊ !ǿŀǊŘ κ уΦtƻǊǘŜǊ κ фΦ{ƘŜƭƭ !ƴȅ {ƻǳǊŎŜ κ млΦ{ƘŜƭƭ {ŜƭŦ-ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ κ ммΦbƻǾƛŎŜ κ мнΦCƻǎǎƛƭ κ моΦ{Ƴŀƭƭ κ 

мрΦ{ŎƛŜƴǝŬŎ tƘƻǘƻ κ мсΦ!ǊǝǎǝŎ tƘƻǘƻ κ нлΦ{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ !ǿŀǊŘ κ нмΦCƛǊǎǘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ннΦ{ŜŎƻƴŘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ноΦtŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ   

10. Specialized Collection: freaks, albinos, growth series, variations, color forms, etc. 

нΦ /h! κ оΦ Řǳ tƻƴǘ κ пΦ ±ŀƴ[ŀƴŘƛƴƎƘŀƳ κ рΦ ²ŜōŜǊ !ǿŀǊŘ κ уΦtƻǊǘŜǊ κ фΦ{ƘŜƭƭ !ƴȅ {ƻǳǊŎŜ κ млΦ{ƘŜƭƭ {ŜƭŦ-ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ κ ммΦbƻǾƛŎŜ κ моΦ{Ƴŀƭƭ κ 

мрΦ{ŎƛŜƴǝŬŎ tƘƻǘƻ κ мсΦ!ǊǝǎǝŎ tƘƻǘƻ κ нлΦ{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ !ǿŀǊŘ κ нмΦCƛǊǎǘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ннΦ{ŜŎƻƴŘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ноΦtŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ      
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2018 North Carolina Shell Show Categories 

Scientific Categories  

11. Single Shell Self-collected: the shell must be collected by the entrant. Note: If a shell has won this cate-

gory in the past at a North Carolina Shell Show, it is not eligible to win again. 

млΦ{ƘŜƭƭ {ŜƭŦ-ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ κ нлΦ{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ !ǿŀǊŘ κ нмΦCƛǊǎǘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ннΦ{ŜŎƻƴŘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ноΦtŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ      

12. Single Shell Any Source:  purchased, traded, inherited, as a gift, etc. Note: If a shell has won this cate-

gory in the past at a North Carolina Shell Show, it is not eligible to win again. 

фΦ{ƘŜƭƭ !ƴȅ {ƻǳǊŎŜ κ нлΦ{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ !ǿŀǊŘ κ нмΦCƛǊǎǘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ннΦ{ŜŎƻƴŘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ноΦtŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ      

13. Family or Genus Collection: Super Family, Family or Genus. Representing as complete a family or   

genus as possible.  

нΦ /h! κ оΦ Řǳ tƻƴǘ κ пΦ ±ŀƴ[ŀƴŘƛƴƎƘŀƳ κ рΦ ²ŜōŜǊ !ǿŀǊŘ κ уΦtƻǊǘŜǊ κ фΦ{ƘŜƭƭ !ƴȅ {ƻǳǊŎŜ κ млΦ{ƘŜƭƭ {ŜƭŦ-ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ κ ммΦbƻǾƛŎŜ κ моΦ{Ƴŀƭƭ κ мрΦ{ŎƛŜƴǝŬŎ tƘƻǘƻ κ 

мсΦ!ǊǝǎǝŎ tƘƻǘƻ κ нлΦ{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ !ǿŀǊŘ κ нмΦCƛǊǎǘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ннΦ{ŜŎƻƴŘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ноΦtŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ      

14. Miniature Collection: species that at maturity measure 20 millimeters in length or less. 

нΦ /h! κ оΦ Řǳ tƻƴǘ κ пΦ ±ŀƴ[ŀƴŘƛƴƎƘŀƳ κ рΦ ²ŜōŜǊ !ǿŀǊŘ κ уΦtƻǊǘŜǊ κ фΦ{ƘŜƭƭ !ƴȅ {ƻǳǊŎŜ κ млΦ{ƘŜƭƭ {ŜƭŦ-ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ κ ммΦbƻǾƛŎŜ κ моΦ{Ƴŀƭƭ κ мрΦ{ŎƛŜƴǝŬŎ tƘƻǘƻ κ 

мсΦ!ǊǝǎǝŎ tƘƻǘƻ κ нлΦ{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ !ǿŀǊŘ κ нмΦCƛǊǎǘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ннΦ{ŜŎƻƴŘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ноΦtŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ      

15. Educational Collection: though the majority of scientific exhibits cannot help but be educational the pri-

mary emphasis in this category is to effectively teach about mollusks. 

нΦ /h! κ оΦ Řǳ tƻƴǘ κ пΦ ±ŀƴ[ŀƴŘƛƴƎƘŀƳ κ рΦ ²ŜōŜǊ !ǿŀǊŘ κ уΦtƻǊǘŜǊ κ фΦ{ƘŜƭƭ !ƴȅ {ƻǳǊŎŜ κ млΦ{ƘŜƭƭ {ŜƭŦ-ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ κ ммΦbƻǾƛŎŜ κ моΦ{Ƴŀƭƭ κ мрΦ{ŎƛŜƴǝŬŎ tƘƻǘƻ κ 

мсΦ!ǊǝǎǝŎ tƘƻǘƻ κ нлΦ{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ !ǿŀǊŘ κ нмΦCƛǊǎǘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ннΦ{ŜŎƻƴŘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ноΦtŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ    

16. Mollusk Natural History: the objective of the exhibit is to provide information covering one or combi-

nation of subjects concerning mollusk environment, conservation, biology, natural history, etc. 

нΦ /h! κ оΦ Řǳ tƻƴǘ κ пΦ ±ŀƴ[ŀƴŘƛƴƎƘŀƳ κ рΦ ²ŜōŜǊ !ǿŀǊŘ κ уΦtƻǊǘŜǊ κ фΦ{ƘŜƭƭ !ƴȅ {ƻǳǊŎŜ κ млΦ{ƘŜƭƭ {ŜƭŦ-ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ κ ммΦbƻǾƛŎŜ κ моΦ{Ƴŀƭƭ κ мрΦ{ŎƛŜƴǝŬŎ tƘƻǘƻ κ 

мсΦ!ǊǝǎǝŎ tƘƻǘƻ κ мтΦ!Ǌǘ-/ǊŀƊ ¦ǎƛƴƎ {ƘŜƭƭǎ κ нлΦ{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ !ǿŀǊŘ κ нмΦCƛǊǎǘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ннΦ{ŜŎƻƴŘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ноΦtŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ      

18. Beach Collected Shells: all shells must be dead collected on beaches or other shorelines; exhibits in this  

category cannot include shells from scallop dumps or similar sources. 

нΦ /h! κ оΦ Řǳ tƻƴǘ κ пΦ ±ŀƴ[ŀƴŘƛƴƎƘŀƳ κ рΦ ²ŜōŜǊ !ǿŀǊŘ κ уΦtƻǊǘŜǊ κ фΦ{ƘŜƭƭ !ƴȅ {ƻǳǊŎŜ κ млΦ{ƘŜƭƭ {ŜƭŦ-ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ κ ммΦbƻǾƛŎŜ κ моΦ{Ƴŀƭƭ κ мрΦ{ŎƛŜƴǝŬŎ tƘƻπ

ǘƻ κ мсΦ!ǊǝǎǝŎ tƘƻǘƻ κ нлΦ{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ !ǿŀǊŘ κ нмΦCƛǊǎǘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ннΦ{ŜŎƻƴŘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ноΦtŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ      

19. Marine Life Exhibit: includes specimens related to the sea such as coral and crabs. Also includes              

nonïmollusk fossils such as shark teeth. 

нлΦ{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ !ǿŀǊŘ κ нмΦCƛǊǎǘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ннΦ{ŜŎƻƴŘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ноΦtŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ      

17. “One Case Wonder” : The subject can be any concerning mollusks. The entry is limited to one case of 

multiple specimens. The entire entry including backboards and case may not exceed 3 feet in length.   

нΦ /h! κ оΦ Řǳ tƻƴǘ κ пΦ ±ŀƴ[ŀƴŘƛƴƎƘŀƳ κ рΦ ²ŜōŜǊ !ǿŀǊŘ κ  уΦtƻǊǘŜǊ κ фΦ{ƘŜƭƭ !ƴȅ {ƻǳǊŎŜ κ млΦ{ƘŜƭƭ {ŜƭŦ-ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ κ ммΦbƻǾƛŎŜ κ моΦ{Ƴŀƭƭ κ мрΦ{ŎƛŜƴǝŬŎ tƘƻπ

ǘƻ κ мсΦ!ǊǝǎǝŎ tƘƻǘƻ κ нлΦ{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ !ǿŀǊŘ κ нмΦCƛǊǎǘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ннΦ{ŜŎƻƴŘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ноΦtŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ      
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Art and Craft Categories    

2018 North Carolina Shell Show Categories 

Scientific Categories  

20. Junior Collection: Entrant must be 18 years age or below. Note: If the entrant is within the age 

requirement he/she is not required to enter this category but is free to compete in any of the scientific 

categories.    

мпΦWǳƴƛƻǊ κ мрΦ{ŎƛŜƴǝŬŎ tƘƻǘƻ κ мсΦ!ǊǝǎǝŎ tƘƻǘƻ κ нлΦ{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ !ǿŀǊŘ κ нмΦCƛǊǎǘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ннΦ{ŜŎƻƴŘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ноΦtŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ      

21. Scientific Shell Photography: Photographs, slides, etc. taken exclusively by the entrant. 

мрΦ{ŎƛŜƴǝŬŎ tƘƻǘƻ κ нлΦ{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ !ǿŀǊŘ κ нмΦCƛǊǎǘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ннΦ{ŜŎƻƴŘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ноΦtŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ      

22. Other: subject that does not fit any of the categories listed; Note: the entry may be subject to review by 

the Shell Show Committee before judging to verify placement in this category. 

нΦ /h! κ оΦ Řǳ tƻƴǘ κ пΦ ±ŀƴ[ŀƴŘƛƴƎƘŀƳ κ рΦ ²ŜōŜǊ !ǿŀǊŘ κ уΦtƻǊǘŜǊ κ фΦ{ƘŜƭƭ !ƴȅ {ƻǳǊŎŜ κ млΦ{ƘŜƭƭ {ŜƭŦ-ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ κ ммΦbƻǾƛŎŜ κ моΦ{Ƴŀƭƭ κ мрΦ{ŎƛŜƴǝŬŎ tƘƻǘƻ κ 

мсΦ!ǊǝǎǝŎ tƘƻǘƻ κ нлΦ{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ !ǿŀǊŘ κ нмΦCƛǊǎǘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ннΦ{ŜŎƻƴŘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ноΦtŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ     

23. Artistic Shell Photography:   Photographs, slides, etc. taken exclusively by the entrant. 

мсΦ!ǊǝǎǝŎ tƘƻǘƻ κ нлΦ{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ !ǿŀǊŘ κ нмΦCƛǊǎǘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ннΦ{ŜŎƻƴŘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ноΦtŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ      

24. Art and Craft Using Actual Shells: floral arrangements, mirrors, lamps, jewelry, pictures, etc. using 

actual shells. Note: Sailorôs Valentines must be entered in Categories     

тΦ5ǳǊŀƴŘ κ  мтΦ!Ǌǘ-/ǊŀƊ ¦ǎƛƴƎ {ƘŜƭƭǎ κ нлΦ{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ !ǿŀǊŘ κ нмΦCƛǊǎǘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ннΦ{ŜŎƻƴŘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ноΦtŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ      

25. Art and Craft Depicting Shells: paintings, sculptures, fabric art, etc. not containing actual shells. 

муΦ!Ǌǘ-/ǊŀƊ 5ŜǇƛŎǝƴƎ {ƘŜƭƭǎ κ нлΦ{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ !ǿŀǊŘ κ нмΦCƛǊǎǘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ннΦ{ŜŎƻƴŘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ноΦtŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ      

26. Traditional Sailor’s Valentine: all content of the valentine must be natural colors ï no dyed or 

manmade material is allowed in the content ï excepting the presentation box. 

мфΦ{ŀƛƭƻǊΩǎ ±ŀƭŜƴǝƴŜ κ нлΦ{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ !ǿŀǊŘ κ нмΦCƛǊǎǘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ннΦ{ŜŎƻƴŘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ноΦtŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ      

27. Modern Sailor’s Valentine: natural shells and other sea life content is encouraged, dyed and or other 

man made features are welcomed in Valentines entered in this category. 

мфΦ{ŀƛƭƻǊΩǎ ±ŀƭŜƴǝƴŜ κ нлΦ{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ !ǿŀǊŘ κ нмΦCƛǊǎǘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ннΦ{ŜŎƻƴŘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ноΦtŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ      

28. Art and Craft not created by the Exhibitor: any craft or art work not created by the exhibitor 

нлΦ{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ !ǿŀǊŘ κ нмΦCƛǊǎǘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ннΦ{ŜŎƻƴŘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ноΦtŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ      

29. Other:  an entry that does not fit into any other art category. Note: The entry may be subject to review by 

the Show Committee before judging to verify this category. The entry may be moved to a different art category.  

нлΦ{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ !ǿŀǊŘ κ нмΦCƛǊǎǘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ннΦ{ŜŎƻƴŘ tƭŀŎŜ κ ноΦtŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ /ƘƻƛŎŜ      



13 

2018 North Carolina Shell Show Awards 

Process  And  Guidelines 

The Masters Award 

Sponsored by Bailey-Matthews National Shell Museum 

January 9, 2018 Revision  

OBJECTIVE:  The Masters Award is established to promote interest in shells and shell collecting by   
encouraging displays of high quality exhibits that have previously won any of the "broad category"        
major awards at shell shows.   

AWARD ADMINISTRATION:  This Award is sponsored by the Bailey-Matthews National Shell Museum 
of Sanibel, Florida.  The Shell Museum shall assign a representative to manage this Award.  The role of the 
representative should include managing the finance of the Award, the trophy design and production, the   
promotion of the Award, selection of shell shows to give out this Award, timely dispatch of the trophy to  
recipient shell shows and making sure the Award process and guidelines are being adhered to.   

AWARD FREQUENCY:  The Award representative should determine the number of trophies to be given 
every year.  No shell show may give out this award more than once a year. 

SHELL SHOW ELIGIBILITY:  The following criteria should be used in the selection of shell shows to 
give out this Award. 

DONALD DAN, Masters Award Representative ï The Bailey-Matthews National Shell Museum 

A)  Shell shows that promote open participation by all exhibitors without restrictions. 

B)  Shell shows that have established history of attracting substantial audience.   

C) Shell shows that subscribe to sound judging process as per guidelines adopted for the Conchologists of America Award. 

D)  Shell shows that provide ample and suitable space for accepting large exhibits.  Availability of  500 or more linear feet for   
scientific displays may be used as a guide. 

E)  The selected shell shows should set up a separate and stand alone category for the Masters Award.   

F) The competing exhibit entry should not compete for other awards. As an exception, eligibility for the "People's Choice"         
type award may be given to Masters Award entries. 

G) A show sponsor may bestow additional honor to the winner of this award if desired.   

EXHIBIT ELIGIBILITY:  All exhibits that have received any of the major "broad category" awards at a 
previous shell show are eligible. These awards include:  the American Museum of Natural History Award, 
the Conchologists of America Award, the Dupont Trophy and, the R. Tucker Abbott Award (Jacksonville) 
and the Smithsonian Award.   

An eligible exhibit should retain its original format and its contents can not be changed more than 10%.  Sci-
entific nomenclature revisions to the original exhibit are allowed.  Exhibits that have won other top level 
awards similar to the Masters Award such as the Best of the Best trophy given at the Broward Shell Show, 
the Mote Gold Trophy given at the Sarasota Shell Show, the Florida Museum of Natural History Platinum 
Award given at the St. Petersburg Shell Show and the ñSanibel Superstarò trophy are not eligible.  Any ex-
hibit can receive the Masters Award only once. 

The Masters Award may be withdrawn from any event, or any exhibit that has not complied with the above 
guidelines. 
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2018 North Carolina Shell Show Awards 

Bosch Award 
Given In Honor of Donald and Eloise Bosch  

Sponsored by Harold Brown  & Everett Long 

The Bosch Award is named in honor of Donald and Eloise Bosch who began their studies of mollusks as a hobby during the many 

years where they provided service as a surgeon and a teacher to the people of Oman. Upon their retirement the Sultan of Oman 

made them honorary citizens of the country they had come to love. The Sultan granted them permission to collect and export shells, 

greatly enhancing the knowledge and appreciation by professional and amateur scientists for shells of the Eastern Arabian Peninsu-

la. The shell featured on the trophy is  Punctacteon eloiseae, named for Eloise, one of the most iconic shells this gracious couple 

discovered.  

During their retirement years they split their time between their home in Muscat, Oman and the Carolinas. While in the Carolinas 

they spent many hours entertaining friends at their home or visiting with the North Carolina Shell Club and their Shell Show.    

The Bosch Award is offered exclusively at the North Carolina Shell Show. It is established to encourage and promote the inclusion 

in the North Carolina Shell Show the finest exhibits seen in this and other shell shows greatly enhancing the mission of the show to 

create and excite the publicôs appreciation in the natural world.   

The Bosch Award will be presented as a club trophy to the winner of the Masters Award 

Offered in conjunction with the Masters Award 

 Conchologists of America Award 
Awarded by  

Conchologists of America 

 
The Conchologists of America Award, consisting of a trophy and a pin, has been established to encourage open participation by shell collectors at 

shell shows and to stimulate improvements in shell exhibits. This award based on sound and impartial judging processes, is given at a shell show to 

a single scientific (vs. artistic) exhibit which best advances the interest in shells and shell collecting. 

The COA Award may only be given to a blue ribbon or first prize winner and may not be given to:  

An exhibit receiving another major award (i.e. DuPont, Smithsonian, American Museum of Natural History, etc.) at the same show (meaning 

the same occasion). 

An exhibit which has previously won a COA Award, at any show, unless fifty percent or more of the contents and format has been changed or 

added.   

A shell dealer, unless the exhibit is made entirely of self-collected shells. 

a professional malacologist. 

There is no limit to the number of times a person may win the COA Award. 

The COA Award may be given only at shell shows open to the public and where no restrictions are placed on club or regional affiliation of the ex-

hibitors.  

The Award may be given to a shell club for its shell show no more than once a year. It is sent free of charge upon approval of a trophy request. 

Sponsoring clubs are advised to incorporate the above guidelines in their respective shell show rules and have them communicated to all prospec-

tive exhibitors.  

All clubs are encouraged to obtain membership in COA.  

The COA Award Committee Chairman shell be responsible for receiving and processing trophy requests in a timely manner and for overseeing that 

the aforementioned guidelines are adhered to.  
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2018 North Carolina Shell Show Awards 

 
 

 

The du Pont Trophy 
Awarded by 

Delaware Museum of Natural History  

For the most outstanding exhibit of the shell show 

This annual award is made to the amateur collector or group responsible for the exhibit that, in the opinion of the judges, will be most inspiring 

and instructive for its educational value, accurate scientific data and attractiveness, and that will contribute most to the success of the Shell Show.  

This trophy may be only awarded to a blue ribbon or first prize winner. It may not be awarded to any exhibit that has previously won it in this or 

any other shell show, any commercial dealer or any professional malacologist. 

The purpose of this award is to advance the cause of amateur Malacology by encouraging the entry of exhibits that will stimulate public interest 

and increase appreciation of the hobby and the scientific study of mollusks. The official judges of the shell show shell determine the winner. 

The Delaware Museum of Natural History 

PO Box 3937 

4840 Kennet Pike 

Wilmington, DE 19807 

www.delmnh.org 

Alta VanLandingham Award 

Sponsored by Karlynn Morgan 

The award is named in honor of Alta VanLandingham 1935 ï 2006, passionate shell collector, self-taught naturalist and life member of North 

Carolina Shell Club. Alta was born and raised on North Carolinaôs Outer Banks. Surrounded by the wonders of nature it did not take long for her 

to develop a passion for shells. At Ocracoke, she operated a Shell Shop. The shop provided many collectors a golden opportunity to enlarge their 

collections with the bonus of getting to know this most generous lady. After moving to Wilmington, North Carolina she operated a shell collect-

ing tour business emphasizing worldwide self-collecting of shells. Always a champion of sharing knowledge about shells she threw all her energy 

into promoting the shell show and encouraged all North Carolina Shell Club members to support and enter the North Carolina Shell Show.  

 All specimens including, marine - salt water and fresh water, land or fossil in an exhibit entered in a scientific category must be self-collected. 

The Award Plaque may be earned along with any other award at the same shell show. There is no life time limit to receiving the award. However, 

for an exhibit which has earned it once to qualify again it has been reworked at least 50% in content of shells and support media.    

 

 

Dean and Dottie Weber Environmental Awareness Award 

Sponsored by Greg Curry 

 
The award is named in honor of senior club members Dean and Dorothy (Dottie; deceased 2015) Weber for years of leadership including Shell 

Show Chair and President. In the course of 30 years of travel they collected shells in 18 of the earthôs 20 shell provinces They self-collected all of 

the shells never taking a living mollusk. Coupled with detailed notes of the places they went and thorough knowledge of mollusk nomenclature 

and natural history they earned many national awards including the COA Award.  

The Award promotes the awareness and recording of the environment in which mollusks live in addition to detailed records of the mollusks. Suc-

cessful exhibits utilize information that provides a complete picture of the mollusk(s) and how they fit into their  environment. Defining or outlin-

ing conservation concerns is a plus. How are mollusks impacted by over collecting, pollution, poor collecting practices, habitat destruction and/or 

the introduction of exotic species? 

        

http://www.delmnh.org
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2018 North Carolina Shell Show Awards 
 

 
 

The Janet Durand Award 

Sponsored by Susan OòConnor 

The Award honors the memory of long time North Carolina Shell Club member and Treasurer Janet Durand. Janet was well known 

for shell craft, and a regular fixture at club meetings.  

 

Best North Carolina Collection 

Sponsored by Linda Sunderland 

All specimens including, marine ï salt water or fresh water, land or and fossil must be self-collected in North Carolina by the exhibitor. The 

award may be given to an exhibit earning another major award at the same show.  

The Award is presented to the best entry within the Art and Craft Category Using Actual Shells, Category 23, where the exhibitor 

has used only shells and material including driftwood and or other sea life they have self-collected. No content that has been traded 

for our purchased may be included in the work.    

The Hugh Porter Award 
Sponsored by Mary Louise Spain 

 
The annual award is named in honor of former North Carolina Shell Club member and professional Malacologist Hugh Porter. Hugh Porter 1928 

-2014 was a faculty member of the University of North Carolina Institute of Marine Sciences where he served for 42 years. He was the author of 

ñSea Shells of North Carolina,ò which was released in 1998 in a new updated and expanded volume. 

Exhibits entered in the following categories of the show are eligible for this award: 

North Carolina Collection 

Regional Self-collected Collection 

Regional Any Source Collection 

Fossil Mollusks 

Specialized Collection 

Family or Genus Collection 

Miniature Collection  

Educational Collection 

Molluscan Natural History Collection 

One Case Wonders 

Junior Collection 

Novice Collection 

  Beach Collected Shells 

 Other (scientific) Collection 

Exhibits that qualify for the Award must feature marine mollusks from Western Atlantic faunal provinces including: Boreal, Acadian, Virginian, 

Carolinian, and/or Caribbean. Fossils must be from strata of Eastern North America.  All specimens in the exhibit must have been found in one, 

a portion of one or combination of these Provinces. Species that may occur in these Provinces, but were collected in neighboring provinces do 

not qualify. 

The intent of the Award is to promote scientific study of mollusks of the Western Atlantic including precise observations of biology and/or habi-

tats by professional level presentation.  The exhibit will be judged on accuracy of scientific labeling and data. Representing all mollusks includ-

ing obscure or unattractive species if applicable is important to the success of the exhibit. 

An exhibit is eligible to win the Award once. However, if an exhibit has been reworked at least 50% through a combination of new specimens 

and/or labels/text it can qualify again. There is no limit to the number of times a person may win The Hugh Porter Award.  
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2018 North Carolina Shell Show Awards 

Best Shell of the Show (Self-collected) 

Sponsored by Vicky Wall 

This is the one self-collected shell in the show that the judges determine to be most noteworthy by species, quality inspiring others to the pur-

suit of excellence. The specimen can be entered as single standalone shell or as part of a larger scientific exhibit. The honor may be given to 

an exhibit earning any other award(s) at the same shell show including ñBest Shell In Show.ò A shell may receive the Award only once in any 

North Carolina Shell Show.   

 

 

Best Shell of the Show (Any Source) 

Sponsored by Susan Rotman  

The one shell the judges determine to be the most remarkable and/or striking that inspires the pursuit of the best and/or unusual.  The Award is 

made to the best shell whether part of an exhibit entry or as a single specimen. The honor may be given to an exhibit earning any other award(s) 

including ñBest Self-collected Shellò at the same shell show. A shell can receive this award only once in any North Carolina Shell Show.   

Best Novice Collection 

Sponsored by Dr. Brady Semmel 

The award is for an exhibitor entering a shell show for the first time. An exhibit consisting of at least one case including multiple shell specimens 

is strongly recommended. It may earn it with an entry in any of the scientific categories. The Award may be given to an exhibit earning other 

major awards at the same shell show including COA or DuPont. An exhibit earning this award must be reworked at least 50% by specimens, text/

label content and/or addition of content to requalify for any other award(s) at future NC shows to compete for any additional award if may have 

earned when it was in the Novice category.      

Best Fossil Exhibit 

Sponsored by Dora Zimmerman 

The exhibit can include fossil mollusks from any sediment found around the world. Other fossils may be included but the main focus 

must be on fossil mollusks. The specimens may from any source. The exhibit will include a minimum of one case with multiple fos-

sil specimens. The exhibit must be entered in a scientific category to compete for the award.    

Best Small Exhibit 

Sponsored by Dr. Daniel Minior 

An exhibit entered in a scientific category. The exhibit must include at least one case containing multiple 

shells. The exhibit, including backboards and/or other supporting features cannot exceed ten (10) linear feet 

length.    
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Best Scientific Photography 

Sponsored by Ed Shuller & Jeannette Tysor 

A photograph judged as a superior scientific record of living mollusks and or their shells. The image must be 

produced by and property of the entrant. The subject represents sound scientific record and has superior tech-

nical characteristics. The image can be entered in the Category 20. Scientific Shell Photography, or as part of 

an exhibit entered in one of the other Scientific Categories. It is appraised by the Scientific judges. An image 

can win this Award in a North Carolina Shell Show once only.  

Best Artistic Photography 

Sponsored by Susan Gentry 

The shell photograph judged to display superior esthetic qualities including composition, color and or subject 

selection creating an image that is beautiful to behold.  The image can be entered in the Category 22. Artistic 

Shell Photography, or as part of an exhibit entered in one of the other Scientific Categories. It is appraised by 

the Art/Craft judge(s). An image can win this Award in a North Carolina Shell Show once only.  

Best Arts and Crafts Using Actual Shells 

Sponsored by Crystal Coast Womenôs Club Shell Belles, Diana Yeames, Chair Person 

The Award is presented to the entry that stands out as the Best in the show. The work qualifying for the 

Award must be entered in Category 23, Arts and Crafts Using Actual Shells. Works may receive this Award 

only once in any North Carolina Shell show. 

Best Junior Exhibit Award 

Sponsored by North Carolina Shell Club 

Given only to an exhibit entered in Category 19, Junior Collection. The exhibit must include a minimum of 

one (1) case containing multiple shells. The exhibit can be as larger as the entrant wishes. The award recog-

nizes scientific exhibits created by young members of shell clubs who may not have the experience and re-

sources their adult counterparts have to assemble a large exhibit populated with rare and or exceptional shells.   

Note: If an entrant that qualifies by age to compete for the Best Junior Exhibit Award competes in one of the 

other scientific categories they are disqualified from receiving this award.     
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Best Sailor’s Valentine 

Sponsored by Linda Gustafson 

Single Double or other formats and or combinations of Sailorôs Valentines entered in Categories 25 or 26 

may earn this award. The work must be the sole creation of the entrant excluding support such as frames and 

boxes. Material content may be self-collected, purchased and or traded for. The Award will be made to that 

work which is determined to be the finest example representing its category in the show.  

Judge’s Special Award – Rosette 

Sponsored by North Carolina Shell Club 

Awarded to an entry judged to possess exemplary characteristics to its category. Each Judge has the option to 

make this award once in each Show. 

First Place - Blue Rosette 

Sponsored by North Carolina Shell Club 

Awarded to the entry judged to possess superior characteristics meeting the goals of each category. Note: If 

no entry within a given category is judged to possess those qualities the Award will not be made.  

Second Place – Red Rosette 

Sponsored by North Carolina Shell Club 

Awarded to the entry judged to possess characteristics second only to one other entry within each category. 

Note: If no entry within a given category is judged to possess the quality the Award will not be made.  

Best Art and Crafts Depicting Shells 

Sponsored by Dan DeRemer 

The Award is presented to the entry that stands out as the Best in the Show. The work qualifying for the 

Award must be entered in Category 24, Arts and Crafts Depicting Shells. Works may receive the Award only 

once in any North Carolina Shell Show.  
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People’s Choice Award 

Sponsored by North Carolina Shell Club 

Exhibits are voted for via secret ballot during the Shell Show on Friday and Saturday. All visitors to the show 

are invited to cast a ballot. They are oriented to the show, what to look for in the exhibits and provided with a 

preprinted ballot listing all the exhibits. The final decision is theirs. Ballots are collected by the Awards  

Committee and tallied after the close of the show on Saturday. The winner is announced at the                 

Shell Show Banquet Saturday evening.  

2018 September 28 ï 30 

Coastline Conference & Event Center 

501 Nutt St 

Wilmington, North Carolina  

North Carolina  

Shell Show 

The Marvelous Spiral 

Spira mirabilis  

Shell Treasures of the World  

Professional Level Exhibits  

Largest Gathering of Shells 

in the Carolinas 

Meet Shell Experts  

Scavenger Hunt  

Worldwide Shell Marketplace 

The Marvelous Spiral 
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of Designers and Mathematicians  

North Carolina 

Shell Show 

Shop for Fine Shells From Around the World 

Start a collection ï add to a collection  

The beauty of shells is there is something  stunning 

for all budgets! 

Produced by North Carolina Shell Club  
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