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Silent Auction Sample*
Saturday, March 28, 2020
North Carolina Shell Club First Quarterly Meeting
Ocracoke, North Carolina
After a day of beachcombing enjoy one more chance to add some great shells to your collection. The Saturday meeting will feature shells and related objects in a silent auction.
For review, a silent auction differs from the oral auction the club is holding at the Friday evening meeting.
Lots will be displayed on tables. With each lot is a bid sheet. Fill in your bidder number which you will
receive when you register for the meeting and the amount you wish to bid. Minimum bid increment is $1.
If you wish to bid an amount greater than the current bid you are welcome to do so. For example if the present bid is $5 but you are willing to bid $12 go ahead and bid $12. Who knows, it might psych out the
competition in addition to saving time! No need to walk the bidding up one dollar at a time.
Toward the close of the auction late in the meeting, its impending close will be announced. This will provide you time to check the lot(s) you have bid on to be sure you are still in the lead and if not, a chance to
consider upping the amount.
Here we present a sample of shells that will be offered. Unlike the oral auction, there are no lot designations in silent auctions. Everything is out for the duration of the event and can be bid upon randomly.
John Timmerman for,
Susan O’Connor and Bill Bennight Silent Auction Co-Chairs

Note: All gastropods shown in this catalog are dextral or right turn spires. I used mirroring on some images
to enhance the understanding of the shell. That of course results in a reversed image or making the shell
appear sinistral or left turned spire.

The
Reflection

The
Shell

*Not a complete
catalog of the lots
offered in the
Silent Auction.

Monodon Murex
Chicoreus cornucervi (Röding, 1798)
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Crowned Baler
Donated by Mark Johnson
Melo broderippi (Gray in Griffith & Pidgeon, 1833)
Philippines (no data)
258mm
The species is found throughout the Philippines. They are eaten for food. Melo is a Volute subgenus and
Melo broderippi are variable. Melo broderippi is similar to the Indonesian Melo aethiopicus (Linnaeus,
1758). A distinguishing feature to look for is the protoconch, that being the bulbous whorls at the top
of the shell. They are brown in Melo broderippi and cream colored in Melo atheopicus.
The specimen we present here is fully mature with slightly flared and thickened lip.

Bull Mouth Helmet
Donated by Mark Johnson
Cypraecassis rufa (Linnaeus, 1758)
Indo-Pacific East Africa to Philippines
138mm
Bull mouth Helmet is one of two helmet species popular for use in making cameos. Cameos from this shell
are often referred to as carnelian after the mineral.
The majority of this shell for sale originate from East Africa. They do occur in the Philippines
but not as frequently.
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Nigrite Murex
Anonymous Donor
Hexaplex nigritus (Philippi, 1845)
Gulf of California
169mm
The specimen we present here is a huge example for the species. It does have some “problems” including
sponge and mussel holes. These faults are frequent in very large individual shells which do not bury
themselves in the bottom. Despite the damage it appears to have been live collected. The huge size makes
an interesting contrast to smaller and finer examples.

Monodon Murex
Anonymous Donor
Chicoreus cornucervi (Röding, 1798)
Broome, Wester n Australia
104.4mm w/op
The delicate recurved spines make this murex a favorite among collectors. All murex feature a keratinous
operculum which is preserved with this specimen.
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Leopard Cone
Anonymous Donor
Conus leopardis (Röding, 1798)
Indo Pacific (no data)
148.1mm
The Leopard Cone is the second largest Cone species in the world after the Conus Pulcher of West Africa.
Where it is not as long a shell, it makes up for it in mass. The species is easily the heaviest of the Cones in
the world. They are common but rising shipping costs often largely negate the economy of acquiring one of
these impressive cones. This is an opportunity to acquire one without the added cost of shipping!

True Tulip
Donated by Mark Johnson
Fasciolaria tulipa (Linnaeus, 1758)
SE United States bi-catch of scallop trawlers
186.8mm
In my humble opinion, one of the most beautiful shells one might find washed ashore in North Carolina.
They live offshore so finding one washed ashore is most likely the result of a strong storm. As they are scarce
beached people don’t often set out to find it as they do for the Scotch Bonnet. Stumbling upon one can be
moving experience. Self-collected is a far more valuable shell to many but one that I never pass up for adding
to my cabinet. The specimen we present here is a beautiful pink - orange and very large for the species.
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Townsend’s Scallop
Anonymous Donor
Mimachlamys townsendi (Sowerby III, 1895)
Col. Masira Island, Oman, NW Indian Ocean
121.5mm
This large scallop species is often riddled with holes from sponges and worms. While this example is not
a giant as the species goes the characteristic boring holes are far less numerous in scope. The color much
richer than many jumbo examples I have seen. It is a shell from the Bosch years of shelling in Oman.

Neglected Limpet
Anonymous Donor
Scutellastra laticostata (Blainville, 1825)
Breaksea Island, Albany, WestAustralia
105.8mm
Limpets really are best held in hand to be fully appreciated. As a cliche goes, “the photograph does not
do the shell justice.” The specimen we have here lived in a very rough seas area so its exterior is rather
eroded but the interior is pristine.
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Helmet Vase
Anonymous Donor
Vasum cassiforme (Kiener, 1840)
Brazil (no data)
88.4mm
This striking Vase occurs in several color forms and length of spines. Some of the scarcer forms can set one
back a decent sum of money. The specimen we present here is a good example of one of the more common
color forms. There is some spine damage so perhaps an opportunity to fill an empty slot in the collection
without breaking the bank?

Hunter’s Volute (two shells)
Donated by Sue Hobbs
Amoria jansae van Pel & Moolenbeck, 2010
Australia
113.6 – 124.2mm
The smaller shell was dead taken yet still presents beautifully from the back.
Until recently this volute was classified as Cymbiolista hunteri Iredale, 1931. With research the classification
of shells with updates makes knowing what they are off the top of your head, a moving target. Even shells
that have been classified for decades are not immune to reclassification.
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