
1 

“I found this!” 

North Carolina Shell Show 
John Timmerman, 

North Carolina Shell Show held in Wilmington, 

is the premier destination in the Southeastern 

North Carolina to see the wonders of the shell 

world at its best. Sponsored by North Carolina 

Shell Club and hosted by Cape Fear Museum of 

History and Science, King Neptune’s treasures 

will be on display. Shell enthusiasts, amateur and 

professional alike provide an endless font of 

knowledge and experience with shells for all to 

enjoy. The limitless beauty of shells and the ani-

mals also known as mollusks, that produce them, 

inspire and inform exhibits revealing them in of-

ten surprising and unexpected ways.  

North Carolina State Shell 

Scotch Bonnet Semicassis granulatum 

Starting your own collection or adding to an ex-

isting one is easy at the North Carolina Shell 

Show. Knowledgeable dealers of fine shells will 

be selling shells. You need not commit to buying 

shells to ask questions. They are more than will-

ing to share in their passion and are well schooled 

in their profession. Like most professional shell 

collectors they first were amateurs like the major-

ity of collectors.   

North Carolina Shell Show features the “Shell Give 

Away.” Members and friends of the club donate 

shells from their collections which are available for 

visitors to select one or two of as a souvenir of the 

show and or to start their own collection. Vicky Wall 

(in green) helps visitors find a prize and is ready to 

explain its natural history. The shells at this station 

are free!  

The success of a shell show depends on its exhibi-

tors or “Citizen Scientists” who have collected 

shells, collaborated with one another, curated exhib-

its and work directly with the public. Museums and 

universities seldom have the staff or other resources 

to conduct the detailed study of shells and the mol-

lusks that produce them that they wish. Citizen Sci-

entists go a long way to filling that gap. To promote 

detailed and accurate study of mollusks and their   

Left: Great Spotted 

Cowrie 

Cypraea guttata 
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shells an awards system has been established. 

Good science is important to professional institu-

tions of research without which the shells have 

little value. The awards thus help ensure that the 

citizen scientist produces work that is of value. 

The awarding system also has a hidden benefit in 

that by their quest to better science exhibitors also 

must mind their “p’s and q’s.”  

No question is too elementary. For example, to the 

experienced shell collector understanding where a 

shell came from is second nature but a like all, 

there was a mystery to be solved when they too 

were starting. North Carolina Shell Club members 

are more than willing to help get you started in 

this fascinating study whether it is to add a few 

specimens to your home décor or start a detailed, 

scientific study collection.   

A handful of Glory Cones, Top to bottom: Gory of In-

dia; Glory of the Seas; Glory of Bengal 

So why should this matter? Whether exploring a 

beach or backdoor garden, mollusks and their 

shells are often ubiquitous to the scene. Few peo-

ple have walked a beach without coming across a 

shell that elicits questions. How many durable 

objects of inspired beauty and design can you 

think of that can be found lying on a beach?   

 “I found this!”  

is a telling exclamation oft repeated that shares 

the thrill of discovery all can experience.”    

The most advanced shell collectors do not have all the 

answers which contribute to a pursuit enjoyable to all 

ages from beginner to professional.   

Giant Atlantic Cockle, Dinocardium robustum 

Whether you go to the North Carolina Shell Show to 

learn about a shell you found on vacation, under a log 

in your backyard, to expand an existing interest, to be 

inspired or simply to hobnob with shell collectors, all 

can be found at Cape Fear Museum September 19 – 

20, 2015.   

The North Carolina Shell Show opens a door to new 

adventure.   

North Carolina Shell Show hours:  

September 19,   9 AM – 5 PM 

September 20,   1 – 5 PM  

Cape Fear Museum charges an admission of which the 

show is a part.   

John Timmerman/Chair 

North Carolina Shell Show  

Cape Fear Museum  

814 Market St 

Wilmington NC  28401 

Email: jtimmerman@nhcgov.com 

Phone: (910) 798-4368 

North Carolina Shell Show 
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North Carolina Shell Show 

Doug Wolfe of Beaufort, North Carolina  

with his first place display of North Carolina shells   

Frank Abramson, Ed Petuch and Lyle Therriault ex-

amine a fossil Ecphora Dr. Petuch has just discovered 

at the Shell Give-a- way. The Ecphora proved to be a 

species previously unknown from North Carolina de-

posits.  

Bill Bennight of Jacksonville shops  

at a shell dealers display    

Shells for sale. At the very least, displays like this 

are fodder for dreams.   

Left: Florida Horse Conch 

Triplofusus gigantea 

This large shell measuring over a foot in 

length was caught by flounder fishermen 

in North Carolina waters. 

 “They get as big as a horse!”  


