North Carolina Shell Club Winter Meeting
Western Park Community Center
Cedar Point, NC
November 7-8, 2025

Friday, Nov. 7:  32 people attended tonight’s meeting, including 3 guests. Registration, social time, refreshments, and silent auction bidding took place from 6:30 – 7 pm. President Dan Minior opened the meeting at 7 pm, welcoming everyone. Several door prizes were awarded. He announced that Club merchandise was available for purchase as well as raffle tickets for our two prizes, that will be awarded during the 2026 Shell Show Banquet: a beautiful hand-crocheted blanket made by member Erin Burch along with a shell-themed pillow, and a shell themed sun catcher hanging, including the shells and sea life featured in the hanging. Saturday’s field trip will be to Shackleford Banks, with one boat heading to Wade Shores and the other to the Pony Pen area. This is the first time the club has switched the September and November locations for meetings. This was due to September storms which resulted in the cancellation of the Shackleford field trip the past 3 years. Participants need to be at the Park Service dock in Harkers Island by 8:45 and 9:00 depending on which boat one is on. The boats will return to Harkers Island between 2:00 and 2:20 pm. Dan mentioned that the large Annual Oral Auction held in September went very well, bringing in close to $5000. For the 2025 year, the total amount brought in with both oral auctions was $6443.00 and silent auctions $486.55 (plus the total from this meeting). Thank you to all who buy items throughout the year at our oral and silent auctions. The money raised helps to fund our scholarships for marine science students at UNC-Wilmington and Cape Carteret Community College. Treasurer Karlynn Morgan gave the Treasurer’s Report. The balance stands at $32, 689.90. The main expense for the club is our Annual Shell Show. There is usually a loss each year in running the show but with the income each year from memberships, auctions, donations, and now money growing in investment accounts, our club is financially very healthy. The announcement of elections for the 2026 year was announced, with this slate of officers presented to the club: President, Scott Foxx; Past President, Dan Minior; 1st Vice-President, Maria Lloyd; 2nd Vice-President, Erin Burch; Secretary, Vicky Wall; Treasurer, Karlynn Morgan; and Members-At-Large, Jan Healy and Susan Gentry. This slate of officers was approved, seconded, and voted “Yes” by those club members present. Mark Johnson recognized outgoing President, Dan Minior, for his work and dedication the past 2 years as our club President and congratulated him on his upcoming term as President of Conchologists of America, the national organization for shell enthusiasts. Under Dan’s leadership, our club treasury is growing due to his investment knowledge and talent, our membership has grown to over 400 members, he helps with shell sorting for our auctions and shell show activities, has hosted the club when a meeting place was needed (during past storms!) and hosted several summertime shell sales/swaps in his and Grace’s home, as well as helping with all the various go-to jobs required to run shell meetings and the shell show. Mark presented to Dan a thank-you gift of a beautiful painting of scotch bonnets, painted by club member Jan Healy (and the two actual shells she used as models for the painting). Dan thanked everyone for their support and said he continues to be inspired by the late Everett Long and everyone in our shell club. 
2026 Meetings: Board of Directors Planning Meeting, January 10; Spring meeting at Ocracoke, March 20-21; Annual Shell Show in Morehead City, May 1-3; Fall Meeting and Annual Oral Auction in Carolina Beach, September 18-19; and Winter Meeting in Cedar Point, November 6-7. 
Dan asked for any volunteers who would like to work with him to present programs and hands-on activities at the Core Sound Museum on April 29, 2026 to celebrate Earth Day. Please contact Dan if you are interested. More news will be forthcoming about the Shell Show in May, including information on where volunteers are needed. We need someone to head up the Kids’ Activity Table. Dan also informed the club that the 2026 Conchologists of America Convention will be held in Bradenton/Sarasota, Florida, June 9-13, with optional field trips on June 7-8. The 2027 COA Convention is tentatively scheduled to be in the Orlando, Florida area. 
Plans are underway for the North Carolina Shell Club to host its 3rd COA Convention in Wilmington, in 2028. Previous conventions hosted by our club were held in 2014 and 2023. 
More door prizes were awarded to conclude the meeting.

Saturday, Nov. 8: 24 people attended tonight’s meeting, including 1 guest. President Dan Minior opened the meeting at 7 pm. He thanked Diana Yeames for providing wonderful refreshments for the meetings this past year. Today’s field trip to Shackleford Banks was enjoyed by 18 members. It was a beautiful sunny and warm day (70s). Some of the wild Banker ponies made an appearance, showing great tolerance for us shell collectors! Vicky Wall noted that when she was at the Pony Pen location in the past, right-handed whelks, Busycon carica, were observed. This year she tried out the Wade Shores area for the first time, and in the sound, several left-handed whelks were observed, Sinistrofulgur sinistrum, including one large specimen in the process of eating a quahog clam. It’s interesting that these two different populations are living in two separate locations along the sound side of the island. Mark Johnson judged the “Find of the Day” competition and the winner was Jan Healy, for her live Eastern Chiton, attached to a small left-handed whelk. Tonight’s program was given by Scott Foxx, titled, “NC Beachcombing End to End...A 300+ Mile Journey Along the Carolina Coast”. Scott gave an interesting talk about his goal to visit all the beaches on the NC coast. He included slides of his journey and the variety of items he found, including shells, toys, sea beans, fishing lures, sunglasses and other surprises washed ashore. After the program, Mark Johnson announced that club member and avid SCUBA diver Joyce Steinmetz added 11 more NC State Size records to our growing list (featured on the Club Webpage). He said anyone interested in having their shells measured can contact him and he will measure them at future shell club meetings. The club keeps size records for both live and dead collected specimens. The meeting was concluded with last minute silent auction bidding and door prizes. 

Respectfully submitted,
Vicky Wall, Secretary


