North Carolina Shell Show, May 1-3, 2026
Crystal Coast Civic Center
Morehead City, NC

“In nature’s infinite book of secrecy, a little I can read.”
-Shakespeare, “Anthony and Cleopatra”

The North Carolina Shell Club held its 48th shell show May 1-3, 2026 at the Crystal Coast Civic Center in Morehead City, NC. This was the fifth year to have the show at this location and once again it was a great success. The club will continue to have our shell show at this location, held the first weekend of May. Our 49th,  2027 Shell Show will be April 30-May 2, 2027. Club members worked very hard to get the word out about the show, utilizing Facebook, a local radio announcement about the show, placement of advertising signs in the community, information on the club website, distribution of rack cards at other shell shows, and having a club presence at the Earth Day Celebration at the Core Sound Waterfowl Museum. A news reporter from local television station WNCT-TV filmed a news spot Friday afternoon for the evening news. He had time to join in with the fun, completing the Scavenger Hunt and buying a helmet shell from the club table! Many attendees heard of the shell show from friends, and others were repeat attendees. One young man attending UNC-Wilmington who came to the show last year told us he was trying to organize a shell club on campus. This year, he came to the show with the club President and told us they now have 250 members of their campus shell club! Despite being exam week, several of the students were able to attend the show. 

The many activities at the show this year that everyone enjoyed could not have occurred without the work of so many club member volunteers (at least 50 people but most likely more!). Planning the shell show is a year-long endeavor. We encourage anyone interested in learning more about the show and/or wanting to help out next year to reach out to other members or anyone on the Board of Directors. The success of our show depends on active participation and energy! This year’s activities included scientific and artistic exhibits, a display from the Aurora Fossil Museum with bins of fossil marl for show attendees to search for their own fossils, shell giveaway, activities for children including drawing shell pictures, making shell jewelry, and painting rocks, Scavenger Hunt (with shell prizes), Ask the Experts’ Table, and awesome items for sale at our Club Merchandise Tables and Club Sales Tables. The money raised from the Club Sales Tables helps to fund the scholarships the club sponsors for marine biology students at UNC-Wilmington and Cape Carteret Community College. Special Programs this year offered to attendees were “Artistry With Shells”, lead by club member Stephanie Howard. Stephanie provided the materials for participants to make their own decorative shell creations. She held a one-hour session each day of the show. Several of the newly minted shell artists stopped by the club tables to show us what they had made! Scientific exhibitor Gene Everson gave a program about his 2024 shelling trip to Tierra del Fuego, Argentina. Dr. Ashley Oliphant returned to the show this year to give her wonderful program “On the Beach with Dr. Ashley Oliphant, a Better, Beach-Combing Strategy”. The final program for the weekend was “Beachcombing Shells and Fossils”. Several club members and show participants enjoyed a mini field trip to the research labs next door to the Civic Center, at Cape Carteret Community College. The students and professors are producing cutting-edge research on marine mariculture of oysters, clams, and fish. The college also conducts research on mitigating shoreline erosion, experimenting with various hard structures (that can encourage oyster colony growth) and replanting of marsh grasses. 

Attendance to the show this year was 712 people (including adult paid attendance, 67 free admittance children, club members and volunteers) attended this year’s show. The shell show had 405 feet of scientific exhibits (an increase of 80 feet from last year) and 90 feet of artistic exhibits (an increase of 33 feet from last year) making our show one of the largest of the 10 shell shows still taking place in the United States. The club was able to rent the entire Civic Center floor this year, allowing more room for show exhibits, dealers, vendors, and club activities. Exhibitors and dealers hailed from several states including North Carolina, South Carolina, Florida, Kentucky, New Jersey, Virginia, West Virginia, Texas, Georgia, Massachusetts, and Washington. Scientific judges were Dr. José Leal and John Slapcinsky. The artistic judges were Linda Sunderland and Linda Gustafson. *A major change this year to the show was the division of artistic exhibits into two main categories, Hobbyist and Professional. 

Dealers and Vendors attending this year were Donald Dan (Donald Dan Specimen Shells), Charles Hames (Charles Hames Specimen Shells), Richard Goldberg (Worldwide Specimen Shells), Brian Hayes (Algoa Bay Shells), Kim Nelson (Your Island Treasure), James Tidmore (JTidmore Island Art), Sue Hobbs (Sue Hobbs Specimen Shells and Shells for Artists), Dr. Ashely Oliphant (Shark Tooth Hunting on the Carolina Coast), Randy Allamand (Randy Allamand Shells and Stuff), Scott and Angie Turner (Scott’s Shell Crafts), Jay Cordeiro (Northeast Natural History and Supply), Sound Side Tours LLC, and William Corbett (Wentletrap William).
 
Our shell show owes its continued success to the many, many club members who volunteered their time, not only to produce the show, but also to help out each day at the club sales tables (money earned supports the marine science scholarships the club sponsors at UNC-Wilmington and Carteret Community College), club merchandise table, membership table, registration and raffles, scavenger hunt, shell giveaway, Ask the Expert table, lunchroom, Children’s Activities tables, and the Selfie Photo Booth. Many thanks to Jeannette Tysor and Ed Shuller for their work with the folks at the Crystal Coast Civic Center to secure such a wonderful venue for our shell show and Jeannette’s work to organize our yearly Banquet held on Saturday night of the show. Huge thanks to Show Co-Chairs John Timmerman and Karlynn Morgan for organizing the show and volunteers once again this year. 

During the weekend, the club gained 15 new memberships, plus 2 renewals (12 individual and 5 family memberships). 

There were several raffles held during the weekend. These included our year-long raffle items of a beautiful crocheted blanket made and donated by Erin Burch (with additional pillow) and stained-glass sun catcher hanging plus actual shell specimens depicted in the hanging. Additional raffle items were a beautiful shell decorated box donated by exhibitor and artist Sandy Powell and a 4-hour shelling tour for two people donated by Everwater Charters & Tours in Marco Island (Goodland), Florida. 

A very special “thank you” to club member William Corbett (Wentletrap William) for his generosity, donating the proceeds from his sales table to the club, $1100! Thank you William!! 

2026 Scientific Trophy Awards:  

· Masters Award: Wanda Coker; Abalones From The Family Haliotidae
· Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia Award: Gene Everson; Fasciolariidae
· Conchologists of America Award: Michael Tove; Killer Snails
· Bosch Citizen Scientist Award: Linda Zylman; The Holy Land Carvers
· Alta VanLandingham Award: Vicky Wall; Shelling at the End of the World-Tierra Del Fuego, Argentina Self-Collected
· Dean & Dottie Weber Environmental Awareness Award: Ron Bopp; World-Wide Terrestrial Mollusks
· Best North Carolina Collection: Tammy Zetka; The North Carolina State Shell
· Hugh Porter Award: Mark Johnson; The Amazing Flats of Southwest Florida Part I, Gastropods
· Best Novice Collection Adult: Arbie Goodfellow; Worldwide Self-Collected
· Best Shell of the Show Any Source: Dan Minior; Fulgurofusus xenismatis
· Best Shell of the Show Self-Collected: Mark Johnson; Voluta garciai
· Best Small Exhibit: Dan Minior; Columbariidae of the World
· Best Scientific Photography: Tammy Zetka; Ruffly Bubble (Hydatina physis)
· Best Fossil Exhibit: Ann Buddenhagen; Mercenaria permagna
· Judge’s Special Award Ribbon: Ron Bopp; The Wonderful World of Sea Urchins
· Judge’s Special Award Ribbon: Wanda Coker; Shell Collecting
· People’s Choice Science: Linda Zylman; The Holy Land Carvers

2026 Artistic Trophy Awards: New this year, Hobbyist and Professional
  
Hobbyist Trophy Awards:
· Arts Best in Show: John Timmerman; Concholomania and Sailor’s Valentines
· Best Arts & Crafts Using Actual Shells: Kathy Hofstad; Odyssey of Sand and Sea
· Best Arts & Crafts Depicting Shells: Chandra Phillips; Surprise!! We’re Mollusks Too
· Best Artistic Photography: Alison Baron: New Beginnings
· Best Revitalized Sailor’s Valentine: John Timmerman; Concholomania and Sailor’s Valentines
· Best Contemporary Sailor’s Valentine: Kathy Hofstad; With this Ring
· The Janet Durand Award: Beatrice Baron; Manatees
· Best Novice: Kacie Goldberg; Deep Sea Girl
· Judge’s Special Award Ribbon: Lynn Miller Dean; Bountiful Gift from the Sea

Professional Trophy Awards:
· Arts Best in Show: Susan Saunders; Nani Ioa 
· Best Arts & Crafts Using Actual Shells: Sandy Powell; Nixie
· Best Contemporary Sailor’s Valentine: Susan Saunders; Nani Ioa
· People’s Choice Award, Art: Jennifer Geary; April Showers…Bring May Flowers

Scientific Ribbon Winners:

· North Carolina Collection: 1st Tammy Zetka, The North Carolina State Shell; 2nd Alison Baron, Uncommon Shells of North Carolina
· Regional Self-Collected: 1st Vicky Wall, Shelling at the End of the World-Tierra Del Fuego, Argentina.
· Worldwide Self-Collected: 1st Tammy Zetka, For The Love of Shell Collecting; 2nd Arbie Goodfellow, Worldwide Self Collected
· Worldwide Any Source: 1st Dan Minior, Rare Cones
· Land Snails: 1st Ron Bopp, Worldwide Terrestrial Mollusks
· Fossil Mollusks: 1st Ann Buddenhagen, Mercenaria permagna
· Specialized Collection: 1st Kathy Hofstad, Wentletrap Growth Series; 2nd Jennifer Geary, Extraordinary Queen
· Single Shell Self-Collected: 1st Mark Johnson, Voluta garciai; 2nd Tammy Zetka, A Gem Below 80’ of Ocean: Conus dominicanus
· Single Shell Any Source: 1st Gene Everson, Chicoreus bouchet; 2nd Tammy Zetka, A Treasured Gift: Afrivasum zanzibaricum
· My Favorite North Carolina Shell, Self-Collected: 1st Alison Baron, Cassis madagascariensis- The Queen Helmet; 2nd Kathy Hofstad, Beach Finds from the Outer Banks
· One Small Family: 1st Gene Everson; Fasciolariidae; 2nd Dan Minior, Columbariidae of the World
· One Genus/Subgenus: 1st Dan Minior, Family Ficidae
· Educational Collection: 1st Linda Zylman, The Holy Land Carvers; 2nd Wanda Coker, Shell Collecting
· Mollusk Natural History: 1st Mark Johnson, The Amazing Flats of Southwest Florida Part I, Gastropods
· One Case Wonder: 1st Bill Bennight, Conus gloriamaris with Radula; 2nd Tammy Zetka, Do You See the Music? (self-collected Voluta musica)
· Beach Collected Shells: 1st Alison Baron, Shells of Hawaii; 2nd Tammy Zetka, Surfer’s Beach, Eleuthera, Bahamas
· Marine Life Exhibit: 1st Ron Bopp, The Wonderful World of Sea Urchins; 2nd Kathy Hofstad, Miscellaneous Echinoderms
· Scientific Shell Photography: 1st Tammy Zetka, Ruffly Bubble; 2nd Tammy Zetka, Silky Mollusk
· Other, Scientific: 1st Michael Tove, Killer Snails

Artistic Ribbon Winners, Hobbyist:
· Revitalized Single Barbadian Sailor’s Valentine: 1st John Timmerman, Concholomania and Sailor’s Valentines; 2nd Kathy Hofstad, Follow Me Across the Sea
· Revitalized Double Barbadian Sailor’s Valentine: 1st Kathy Hofstad, With Love; 2nd Kathy Hofstad, Summer Colors
· Contemporary Sailor’s Valentine: 1st Kathy Hofstad, The Hummingbird; 2nd Kathy Hofstad, Enchanted Elegance
· Contemporary Double Sailor’s Valentine: 1st Kathy Hofstad, With This Ring; 2nd Kathy Hofstad, Victorian Enchantment
· Contemporary Miniature Sailor’s Valentine: 1st Kathy Hofstad, Sail Away; 2nd Kathy Hofstad, Summer Song
· Arts & Crafts Using Actual Shells, Flower Arrangement: 1st Jennifer Geary, April Showers…Bring May Flowers; 2nd Cynthia M. Lee
· Miniature Art & Crafts Using Actual Shells, Flower Arrangement: 1st Kathy Hofstad, Miniature Bridal Bouquet; 2nd Kathy Hofstad, Bouquet of Roses
· Arts & Crafts Using Actual Shells, Jewelry: 1st Kathy Hofstad, Pocket Watch Collection; 2nd Kathy Hofstad, Pocket Watch Pendant
· Arts & Crafts Using Actual Shells, Avante-garde Shellwork: 1st Kathy Hofstad, Odyssey of Sand and Sea; 2nd Kathy Hofstad, Miniature picture- Bouquet of Roses
· Arts & Crafts Using Actual Shells: Animals, Mermaids, Human Busts or Statues: 1st Jennifer Geary, The Lure of the Abyss; 2nd Angie Doleman, Shellborn Siren
· Arts & Crafts Using Actual Shells, Miscellaneous: 1st Jennifer Geary, Every Seashell has a Story; 2nd Kathy Hofstad, Shell Covered Egg
· Arts & Crafts Depicting Shells, Two-Dimensional Art Depicting Mollusks and/or their Shells: 1st Chandra Phillips, Surprise!! We’re Mollusks Too
· Arts & Crafts Depicting Shells, Wall Hangings: 1st Jennifer Geary, The Graceful Devil
· Arts & Crafts Depicting Shells, Artistic Mollusk Photography: 1st Alison Baron, New Beginnings; 2nd Jennifer Geary, Eye of the Tide
· Collectibles not by the Entrant: 1st Susan Saunders, Goddess Panacaea

Artistic Ribbon Winners, Professional:
· Contemporary Sailor’s Valentine: 1st Susan Saunders, Nani Ioa; 2nd Susan Saunders, To My Love Claire
· Arts & Crafts Using Actual Shells, Flower Arrangement: 1st Sandy Powell, Sprigs of Happiness; 2nd Lynn Miller Dean, Bountiful Gift from the Sea
· Arts & Crafts Using Actual Shells, Jewelry: Sandy Powell, Deadly Obsessions
· Arts & Crafts Using Actual Shells, Avante-garde Shellwork (Unlimited): 1st Sandy Powell, Star of Eagle; 2nd Ellie Benicio, Alexander the Salamander
· Arts & Crafts Using Actual Shells: Animals, Mermaids, Human Busts or Statues: 1st Sandy Powell, Nixie; 2nd Ellie Benicio, Eagle Nest Building 101
· Arts & Crafts Using Actual Shells, Miscellaneous: 1st Sandy Powell, No Two Alike; 2nd Sandy Powell, Forever in Bloom
· Arts & Crafts Depicting Shells: Wall Hangings: 1st Sandy Powell, Coastal Reflections; 2nd Lynn Miller Dean, Shells in Bloom

                     
Saturday, May 2, 2026 Banquet

70 people attended tonight’s Awards Banquet. President Scott Foxx welcomed everyone to the banquet and celebration of our 48th shell show, the 5th to be held at the Crystal Coast Civic Center. Scott then asked for a moment of silence to remember two of our members who died this past year, David Bunn and Annie Curry. Bill Bennight gave the blessing. Scott thanked the staff of the Civic Center for their help in setting up the exhibits room, Cape Carteret Community College for their partnership with the NC Shell Club’s Everett Long Marine Science Scholarship, and for their staff who conducted tours of their marine aquaculture facility, Show Co-Chairs John Timmerman and Karlynn Morgan, Mimi Dill (show set up), Diana Yeames (Kitchen/food coordinator), Ed Shuller and Jeannette Tysor (our contacts with the civic center and Banquet), exhibitors, Judges Dr. José Leal, John Slapcinsky, Linda Sunderland; Vendors and Dealers, and the countless NC Shell Club members who made the shell show possible. Show Co-Chair Karlynn Morgan said a few words about the weekend, thanking Co-Chair John Timmerman for his tireless work to make our shell show such a successful event each year. She also let us know that we had the most volunteers ever this year and thanked everyone in front and behind the scenes for all their help with the show. 

Mark Johnson introduced our speaker for the evening, Dr. José Leal. Dr. Leal has been the malacologist in residence and museum curator for 31 years. His program was about the Bailey-Matthews National Shell Museum and Aquarium and the immense efforts to repair the damage caused by Hurricane Ian in September, 2022. One of the main construction projects was the re-design and construction of the Great Hall of Shells. One of the standout shells in the Great Hall is the World Record Size Horse Conch. The Horse Conch is the State Shell of Florida. The species name is Triplofusus giganteus and this species is the largest gastropod in the Atlantic Ocean….the world record specimen at the museum measures 23.9”…almost 2 feet long! The shell (obtained from another collector), was donated to the museum by NC Shell Club member Mark Johnson.

Scott introduced Shell Show Co-Chair John Timmerman, who announced the Major Award Winners. The winners of the People’s Choice Awards were announced: for Scientific, Linda Zylman, for her exhibit “The Holy Land Carvers”, and Artistic, Jennifer Geary, for her exhibit “April Showers Bring May Flowers”. One of our scholarship recipients for this year attended the banquet and was recognized by Scott: Brianna Asock received the Everett Long Memorial Scholarship at Cape Carteret Community College. Congratulations to Brianna!

To conclude the evening, we had a very special presentation introduced by President Scott Foxx….the addition of the club’s newest Honorary Life Member. This is the highest honor in the North Carolina Shell Club. In the 69-year history of the club, this honor has been bestowed upon only 27 members. Candidates are researched and voted upon by the Board of Directors for their service and dedication to the NC Shell Club. Our newest honoree is Bill Bennight. Bill joined the club in 2000 and has served on the Board of Directors as Vice-President and President of the club. Bill has also supported the club in many other roles including managing the items collected for the Club Sales Tables and volunteering at the tables during the shell show, as a shell show exhibitor, program presenter at meetings, oral auction auctioneer, and organizer of many silent auctions at club meetings over the years.

A beautiful framed certificate will be presented to Bill at the September shell club meeting in Carolina Beach, NC. 

Respectfully submitted,
Vicky Wall, Secretary
