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The annual fall auction is scheduled at the September meeting in 2026 in continuation of the fall schedule
dodging troublesome timing of tropical storm systems that prevented the club from accomplishing its
much-anticipated trip to Shackleford Banks. The November meeting will continue to include a
Shackleford Banks trip.

The offerings profiled in the catalog feature many well-known and some lesser familiar species.

Enjoy the adventure in shells and collecting while browsing the following pages. There is likely
something that will be a centerpiece in your cabinet so save your pennies for the auction!

John Timmerman
Chair North Carolina Shell Club Oral Auctions

ncshellclub@gmail.com

The Basics

Minimum Bid Increments

$1 to $50 = $1

$50 to $100 = $5

$100 to $300 = $10

$300 and up = $25

Bid increments higher than the minimum accepted

Even dollar increments within the ranges defined only

For lots of estimated high dollar value we may begin bidding greater than $1.

Payment is due at close of the auction.

If you cannot make it to the auction, consider arranging for a friend to proxy in your
behalf. The shell club does not offer proxy bidding services.

In every offering I attempt to include the best first. Please excuse instances where a shell
better than one offered in a previous auction is now offered. New donations and a large
inventory of existing specimens results in instances of better shells appearing later despite
efforts to prioritize those listings.

Auctioneers

Bill Bennight
Erin Burch

Mark Johnson

Dr. Daniel Minior
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Science

In the instance where no collecting/source or data is included with the specimen I record it as “No Data.”
It is followed by the general known range that it is from. While not useful for scientific study, the
specimens remain attractive and desirable.

Reference consulted for the auction catalog:

Compendium of Seashells, R. Tucker Abbott & S. Peter Dance

An invaluable first stop at identifying shells and finding popular names.
WoRMS: www.marinespecies.org

Molluscabase; www.molluscabase.org

Photography, Color, Condition, Etc.

I have done my best to represent the shells accurately. There may be variation in color rendering and
contrast. Computer screens may change the view of the catalog.

I try to note any defects observed. However, I am not infallible in spotting damage and or forgery via
“shell doctoring.” I recommend attendance at the viewing prior to the auction to confirm what is
communicate in the catalog.

What makes the auction possible?

The shell club is blessed by the generosity of many friends who provide donations of shells and related
material that make the auctions possible.

This auction features a handful of special shells collected by the club’s newest Life Member,

Bill Bennight. He documented the shells many years ago when he personally collected them from
Okinawan and Florida waters. The gift allows club members a chance to add a shell to their collection
from this most accomplished gentleman. See auction lots 54, 55, 56 and 62.

Included are several beautiful shells from our dealer friends, Brian Hayes (lots 6-11) and Charles Hames
(lot 4). Be sure to thank and consider a purchase of shells from them the next time you enlarge your
collection.

Ed Shuller and Jeannette Tysor shopped for shells at a recent shell show, specifically for this auction.
Lots 1-3 are gifts from these generous patrons and supporters of the club.

Finally, you, the North Carolina Shell Club member helped make this offering possible.

North Carolina Shell Club purchased the collection of shells from Nancy Long after Everett’s passing in
2022. The collection is being offered at this and ongoing auctions. Lots from the purchase are denoted as
“Everett Long Collection.”
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West Indian Chank

Turbinella angulata ([Lightfoot, 1786])

With periostracum, natural untrimmed lip, Mature shell
Dived live on sand at 6 meters, Jean’s Bay Flats, Bahamas
A gorgeous shell!

Gift of Ed Shuller and Jeannette Tysor

Crowned Baler

Melo aethiopicus (Linnacus, 1758)

Trawled on sand at 50 meters off Pulau Tanimbar, Indonesia
236mm

Shell is polished and lip trimmed. Mature and heavy shell
Note: The shell is likely incorrectly and is Melo broderipii
(J. E. Gray, 1833), based on the brown protoconch and
arrangement of coronations on the shoulder. Classification of
the Melo volutes from the Philippines to Indonesia is often
not easy due to many variations.

Gift of Ed Shuller and Jeannette Tysor

Sowerby’s Volute

Ericusa sowerbyi (Kiener, 1839)

Trawled on sand at 100 meters, Bass Strait, Victoria,
Australia

204mm Fully mature shell, nice pattern, minor growth
mend on body whorl, few chips around syphon canal
Gift of Ed Shuller and Jeannette Tysor

Lot 3
Lot 4 Two classics from

- South China Sea
Atlantic Thorny Oyster Everett Long Collection
Spondylus americanus Hermann, 1781
Collected at 100 feet by diver off Southeast Florida Striped Bonnet Japanese Wonder Shell
144.9mm (largest dimension including spines) Phalium flammiferum (RSAing, Thatcheria mirabilis
Beautiful shell; very clean; intact (unbroken) hinge 1798) Angas, 1877
Gift of Charles Hames Specimen Shells No data, SW pacific Philippines, (no other data)

Dead taken, 93mm very large 74mm

4
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Atlantic Thorny Oyster, 3 shells (naturally joined) Spondylus virgineus Reeve, 1856 3 shells
Spondylus americanus Hermann, 1781 (naturally attached to one another)

Collected by diver at 70 feet on sunken barge off 130mm (across largest dimension of the group)
Destin, Florida 1982 No data, Philippines

103.8mm (white shell) hinge intact Very attractive grouping

Gift of Brian Hayes, Algoa Bay Specimen Shells Gift of Brian Hayes, Algoa Bay Specimen Shells

Ribbed Cockle

Cardium costatum Linnaeus, 1758
Trawled at 20 fathoms off Dakar Senegal N Tiger Cowrie, 5 shells
97.8mm, a few damaged ribs Cypraea tigris Linnaeus, 1758
Gift of Brian Hayes, Algoa Bay Specimen Shells g Fiji and Philippines
71.3-83.9mm
DJ Gift of Brian Hayes, Algoa Bay Specimen Shells

Lot 10

Lot 11

Noble/Austral Scallop? 3 shells

Mimachlamys sanguinea (Linnaeus, 1758)

69.6-91mm (Basic data only Japan large shell —Australia)

Gift of Brian Hayes, Algoa Bay Specimen Shells & Everett Long Estate

Oculate Apple Murex, 2 shells
Phyllonotus oculatus Reeve, 1845

Brazil & Gulf of Mexico

W/op. 86.1-93.8mm

Gift of Brian Hayes, Algoa Bay Specimen Shells
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Lot 12

Leopard Cone

Conus leopardus (R6ding, 1798)
No data, Indo-Pacific

w/op., 118.6mm

Everett Long Collection

Lot 15

Lot 13

Beck’s Volute

Adelomelon beckii (Broderip, 1836)

211.5mm

No data, Southeastern

South America

(Mislabeled as Voluta rupestris)
Everett Long Collection

Lot 14

Pear-shaped Cone, 2 shells
Conus patricius Hinds, 1843
Gubernadora Isl., Panama
self-collected by Everett Long
52.5-112.9mm

Everett Long Collection

Endive Murex, all dark color form
Hexaplex cichorium (Gmelin, 1791)

Tangle nets at 100 meters, Bantayan Is, Cebu,
Philippines

w/op 71.1mm

Everett Long Collection

Lot17

Endive Murex, 3 shells

Hexaplex cichorium (Gmelin, 1791)

Tangle nets, Philippines (only data)

102.4-109.7mm

Gorgeous examples, not the typical commercial shell seen in gift shops!
Everett Long Collection

Lot 18

Ranzani’s Triton

Cymatium ranzanii (Bianconi, 1850)
w/op, No data, (Oman?)

160.4mm

Nice, heavy, mature shell; couple growth mends in the spire

Everett Long Collection

Elongate Spider Conch

Ophioglossolambis digitata (G. Perry, 1811)

Collected at low tide in sand and grass near Tulear, Madagascar,
May 1994

W/op, 127.1mm

Everett Long Collection
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Tulear Lyria

Lyria tulearensis Cosel & Blocher, 1977
Trawled off Madagascar

W/op., 60.5mm

Everett Long Collection

Lot 22

Dall’s Cone, 2 shells

Conus dalli Stearns, 1873

Las Perlas Is., Panama Bay, Panama
44-54.8mm

Everett Long Collection

Lion’s Paw Scallop, 2 shells LOt 2 1

ML v

1
|
i

Nodipecten fragosus (Conrad, 1849) P, .
No data, Southeastern United States Art, “Bird in a Box

Gorgeous representative shells By”Irmgard Cat'i
Large specimen has broken knuckles; 1? (wide) x 177 (tall)
small specimen is dead taken Gift of Irmgard Cate

Everett Long Collection

Lot 23

New World Turid Collection, 3 species

A, Polystira nobilis (Hinds, 1843) by shrimper, Sea of Cortez, Mexico
105.2mm

B, Polystira albida (G. Perry, 1811) dredged at 100’ off SE Florida
w/op., 85mm

C, Knefastia tuberculifera (Broderip & G. B. Sowerby 1, 1829)
Banderas Bay, Guaymas, Mexico 51.2mm

Everett Long Collection

Lot 24

Philippines Turrid Collection, 6 species

A, Clavus albotuberculatus (Schepman, 1889) 51.4mm

B, Oliveragemmula diomeda (A. W. B. Powell, 1964) 60mm
C, Turris garnonsii (Reeve, 1843) 75.1mm

D, Inquisitor rufovaricosus (Kuroda & Oyama, 1971) 51.5mm
E, Unedogemmula indica (Réding, 1798) 48mm

F, Unedogemmula friedrichbonhoeffer (B. M. Olivera, 2004)
2 shells 34.4-40.7mm

Everett Long Collection
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Lot 25

South China Sea Turrids, 2 species

with the specimen

Self-collected by E. Long from Okinawa
Everett Long Collection

A, Oliveragemmula speciosa (Reeve, 1842) w/op., 102.5Smm
there are three penetrating drillholes in the spire and operculum

B, Turris crispa (Lamarck, 1816) 109.2mm

Lot 26

Milk Conch

171mm

Macrostrombus costatus (Gmelin, 1791)
w/op., w/perio., self-collected by E. Long

Everett Long Collection

Lot 27

Filamentos Horse Conch

Filifusus filamentosus (Roding, 1798)
Self-collected by E. Long Okinawa
172mm Very large and nice

Everett Long Collection

Spectacular

COWRIES

Book Lot 1

Australia’s Spectacular Cowries,
Wilson & Clarkson, 2004
Excellent Condition

Everett Long Collection

Lot 28

Lovely Cowrie

Luria pulchra (J. E. Gray, 1824)
Oman (no other data)

61mm; Huge specimen

Everett Long Collection

Lot 29

Wonder Cowrie

Cypraea hesitata beddomei

F. A. Schilder, 1930

Dredged at 86 fathoms off Port Jackson
Australia 17 June 1971

61.9mm; beautiful shell!

slightly immature

Everett Long Collection

Lot 30

Punctacteon eloiseae (Abbott, 1973)

By diver on sand at 30 feet, Masira Is., Oman

w/op., 30.5mm

They don’t come much finer than this! A once in lifetime shell. Few new
specimens are making it to market in recent years. This is from the days of

the Bosch family collecting.
Everett Long Collection

8
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Lot 31

Lo 32 | Lot 33

Lister’s Conch Gartor Cone Music Volqte .
Mirabilistrombus listeri (T. Gray, 1852) Voluta musica Linnaeus, 1758

. ; Conus genuanus Linnaeus, 1758 From shell middens by E. Long
No data, Bay of Bengal; NW Indian Ocean Basic data only West Africa

w/op., 136mm; I have seen very few 50 1mm Venezuela '
specimens of this shell with the operculum Everett Long Collection S:ﬁ:nclﬁip‘;eg large and nice shell;
preserved '

Everett Long Collection Everett Long Collection

Lot 36

Music Volute Blood-red Volute

Regal Murex, 2 shells Voluta musica Linnaeus, 1758 gy n:bll()liri’t,lla éBfoderlp, 1826)
Hexaplex regius (Swainson, 1831) On coral and sand rubble at 20 6271119:1n1:12'1 tlelis1 Sl.(;ca(l)it0 n(l)(l)lll1S from old
Costa Rica and Panama larger shell self- meters, Martinique 1986 collections in recenty earz
collected by E. Long w/op. (not shown); Gorgeous y
86.6-121.9 shell: 53.4mm Everett Long Collection

.6-121.9mm ; 53,
Everett Long Collection Everett Long Collection

.
o~

Lot 37

Lot 38

Snowy Volute
Cymbiola nivosa (Lamarck, 1804)
Col. At 10 feet on sand, shark Bay,

Book Lot 2

Damon’s Volute, Dark color form
Amoria damonii J. E. Gray, 1864
Collected intertidal on sand, Onslow,

Volutes, Poppe & Goto, 1992

Excellent condition; must have for I;I()onr]trl;west Australia Northwest Australia 1987
! 68.1mm super nice shell
volute collectors! Everett Long Collection

Everett Long Collection Everett Long Collection
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Lot 41

Precious Wentletrap
Epitonium scalare (Linnaeus, 1758)

Junonia
Scaphella junonia (Lamarck, 1804)

Art, “Casings & Tulip” By trawler in Manilla Bay, Philippines No data, SE United States

By Irmgard Cate w/op., 59.8mm; extra-large specimen A super nice, mature, heavy shell; no
12” (wide) x 14” (tall) Everett Long Collection growth mends and only the very

Gift of Irmgard Cate slightest of roughness at the canal

88.3mm
Everett Long Collection

Lot 43

Teulére’s Cowrie, 2 shells
Barycypraea teulerei
(Cazanavette, 1846) Glory-of-the-Seas Cone

Masira Is., Oman by Dr. Donald Conus gloriamaris Chemnitz, 1777
Bosch Philippines (no other data)

Blonde color form with operculum,;
very slightest roughness on lip

Shin-bone Tibia

Tibia fusus (Linnaeus, 1758)

Collected at 20-40 fathoms

off Southwest Taiwan

w/op., canal is tipped; Comes with original
newsprint wrapping and cardboard box (no
other history recorded with it)

200mm

Everett Long Collection

Lot 44

41.4-44.6mm both have rough areas
on center of the dorsum
Everett Long Collection 84.5mm

Everett Long Collection

Lot 45
Lot 46

Glory-of-the-Seas Cone
Conus gloriamaris Chemnitz, 1777
Collected in tangle nets at 100 meters off Samar Is., Davao,

Map Cowrie, Red
Leporicypraea mappa (Linnaeus, 1758)

Philippines Off Mactan is., Philippines
Virtually “flawless” though color is dulled slightly adjacent 81.6mm
to the aperture Nacred over chips on the posterior canal and the dorsum

79.4mm Scarce color form
Everett Long Collection Everett Long Collection

10
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Lot 47

Angular Triton

Cymatium femorale (Linnaeus, 1758)
Collected in shallow water on sand with grass,
Florida; Ex. Walter Paine Collection;

May be dead collected, 160mm

Everett Long Collection

Lot 49

Lot 48

Princely Volute

Cymbiola aulica ([Lightfoot], 1786)

Philippines (no other data)

Appears dead taken; lip trimmed, exterior polished, sponge tracings in the
spire and body whorl, worm hole in columella and limpet scar on dorsum.
So why do you want this? There is not a single growth mend anywhere on
the shell which is saying a lot for a species that shares the ocean with
predatory crabs. It is a nice bi-colored shell. A shell to display on a shelf in
your living room and not to worry about a bright day and or curious guests
allowed to handle a shell that typically is off limits.

Everett Long Collection

Tent Olive, 2 shells

Oliva porphyria (Linnaeus, 1758)

Large shell: Collected by scuba diver on sand at
15-20 meters off Isla Danzante, Baja California,
Mexico; canal has a chip and spire is slightly
blunted

Small shell: no data; nacred over growth mend at
the aperture

70-114.4mm

Everett Long Collection

Lot 51

Lot 50

Zanzibar Vase

Afrivasum zanzubaricum

(Abbott, 1958)

By local fisherman off Zanzibar,
Tanzania

52.4mm; very unusual pink-blush to
the aperture

Everett Long Collection

Sunburst Carrier-shell

Stellaria solaris (Linnaeus, 1764)

Trawled at 80 meters off Pescadore Is., Taiwan
Originally purchased at the “Shell Shop,”
Ocracoke Island (Alta VanLandingham)
88.6mm; several spines are missing

Everett Long Collection

Burnett’s Murex

Ceratostoma burnetti (Reeve, 1849)

No data, Japan Sea, Korea; North China
w/op., 108.1mm; super nice large shell!
Everett Long Collection

11
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Lot 53

Thersites Cowrie Ramose Murex .
Zoila thersites (Gaskoin, 1849) Chicoreus ramosus (Linnaeus, 1758)
Collected on sponge at 70 feet off Rottenest Is., Collected at 80 near base of the (reef) wall, Horseshoe Reef, Okinawa,
Western Australia 1969 by Bill Bennight
74.5mm A huge specimen, collected by someone we know compared to “local
Everett Long Collection (Philippines) fishermen.”

255mm

Gift of Bill Bennight

Pacific Trumpet Triton

Charonia tritonis (Linnaeus, 1758)

Collected at 40’ on top of live Table Coral, Okinawa, 1974 by Bill Bennight
A Very large shell

this shell was completely intact.
Gift of Bill Bennight

386mm; The spire is typically blunted in large shells and is missing about 25mm length if

Lot 56

Lot 57

Cameo Helmet

Cassis madagascariensis Lamarck, 1822

Collected at 35 feet in Hawk Channel off Key Largo, Florida 1978 by Bill Bennight
Very large shell; a couple chips on the edge of the shield; flawless dorsum (no bor-
ings, which are common to large shells)

279mm

Gift of Bill Bennight

Jourdan’s Turban

Turbo jourdani Kiener, 1839
Collected by abalone diver, at 15-20
meters among rocks, Esperance,
Western Australia

W/op., lip lightly trimmed,

203mm

Everett Long Collection

12
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Miller’s Nutmeg, 2 shells

Trigonostoma milleri J. Q. Burch, 1949

Dredged off Gobernadora is., Panama by James Ernest,
March 2006

20.7-26.4mm

Everett Long Collection

Lot 60

Lot 59

Hirase’s Cowrie
Hiraseadusta hirasei

(S. R. Roberts, 1913)

Collect in tangle nets set at 100
fathoms off Bohol, Philippines
40mm

Dead collected, dorsum has a
dull area from a rub and may
have been polished

Everett Long Collection

COWRIES

Book Lot 3

Cowries and Their Relatives of
Southern Africa, Liltved, 1989
Ex. Library book, very good
condition

Everett Long Collection

Melon Shell

Melo melo/melo broderipii (J. E. Gray, 1833) /

Melo aethiopicus (Linnaeus, 1758)

No data, Philippines, Indonesia South China Sea

One of the confusing Melo volutes. This shell features a
form generally like that of Melo melo but includes incurved
coronations much closer and pointing inward to the proto-
conch. Melo broderipii coronations are positioned away
from and erect to the protoconch. The protoconch is tan to
brown in Melo broderipii. The protoconch is light cream
color in Melo aethiopicus.

198mm

Everett Long Collection

Lot 61

Giant Pacific Scallop

GLICERCK

PECTEN SHELLS

- -

155.5 tall x 171.6 wide
Everett Long Collection

Patinopecten caurinus (A. A. Gould, 1850)

Trawled by commercial scallop boat at 40-50 fathoms
off Akutan Is., Alaska, April 1989

A commercially fished “sea scallop” species

Book Lot 4

Y (]

v AR Excellent Condition

Guidebook to Pecten Shells, A. Rombouts1991

Everett Long Collection

13
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Thersite Stromb

Theristrombus thersites (Swainson, 1823)

Taken live by scuba at 25-35 feet on sand and coral rubble. Okinawa, Dec. 1998
Experience and Data recounted by Bill Bennight 05/26/2005

These shells get together sometime during late October thru late December (water
temp. had to get below 73 degrees) to mate and presumably lay eggs (never found any
egg cases). This activity occurs in the channel between Motobu Peninsula (west side
of Central Okinawa) and the north end of Sesoko Island. This depth is approximately
100 meters offshore from Sesoko Island and about a half mile east of the bridge. If
you had the right light angle you could track them down by following their slime
trails. You usually found one trailing another with a gleam in its eye. Occasionally
they would herd-up and you could go nuts looking for only the really nice ones. We
also found Strombus latissimus herding-up during the same time period in about 35-
40 feet.

It sure was fun going after them! w/op., 133.9mm

Very massive and mature; growth mend on dorsum
Gift of Bill Bennight (2026)

Lot 64

Hebrew Volute

Voluta ebraea Linnaeus, 1758
Off Natal, Brazil

Unusual, largely brown specimen
130mm

Everett Long Collection

Beebe’s Trophon

Zacatrophon beebei (Heritein &
A. M. Strong, (1948) San Carlos,
Mexico, Self-collected by E.
Long, May 2005

w/op., 43.4mm

Everett Long Collection

Reticulate Distorsio, 3 shells
Distorsio reticularis (Linnaeus, 1758)
East Africa and Taiwan

65.7-86.7Tmm

Everett Long Collection

New World Distorsio, 3 Species
A, Decussate Distorsio, Distorsio decussata (Valenciennes, 1832) Gaymas , Mexico 70mm
B, Constricted Distorsio, Distorsio constricta (Broderip, 1833) Pedro Gonsales is., Panama,
w/op. 38.1mm

C, Atlantic Distorsio, Distorsio clathrata (Lamarck, 1816) w/op., Key West Florida, 47.4mm
Everett Long Collection

14
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Smith’s Distorsio

Distorsio smithi (Maltzan, 1884)
Gabon74.6mm

Everett Long Collection

Three Miters Collected from Hawaii

A, Pontifical Miter, Mitra stictica (Link, 1807)
58.4mm “Sharks Pen”, North Shore, Oahu

B, Episcopal Miter, Mitra mitra

(Linnaeus, 1758) 145.4mm Haliewa, Oahu

C, Papal Miter, Mitra papalis (Linnaeus, 1758)
113.5mm Barber’s Pt., Oahu

Everett Long Collection L Ot 69

Rooster-tail Conch

Aliger gallus (Linnaeus, 1758)
No data, SE Florida;

West Indies; Brazil; Bermuda
Scarce and unusual yellow
colored shell

133mm

Everett Long Collection

Lot 70

Dunker’s Latiaxis, 2 shells
Babelomurex finchii (Fulton, 1930)
Collected off Southwest Taiwan
34.5-41.4mm

Everett Long Collection

Lot 71

LOt 73 Feathered Cone

Conus behelokensis Lauer, 1989

West Indian Murex Collected by diver at 8-12 meters off
Chicoreus brevifrons (Lamarck, 1822) Cape Saint Vincent, Madagascar
Spanish lagoon, Aruba, Northern Antilles 48.3mm

w/op., 66.1mm Everett Long Collection

Everett Long Collection

Lot 72

Mouse Cowrie

Muracypraea mus bicornis

(G. B. Sowerby II, 1870)

Trawled on muddy bottom at 40-60
fathoms off Guajira Penn.,
Columbia

43.5mm

Everett Long Collection

15
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Murex Shells
it Book Lot 5

An lkestrated Cuide to the Muricdae Murex Shells of the World, An Illustrated guide to the Muricidae
Radwin & D’ Atilio, 1976

Excellent condition

Everett Long Collection

Croorps E Foatyem and Actbony Dy,

Lot 74

Captain Cone, 2 shells

Conus capitaneus Linnaeus, 1758
formerly ceciliae Crosse, 1858
Collected by compressor diver

off Olango Is., Cebu, Philippines
One shell w/op.; 28.8-29.8mm
Everett Long Collection

Lot 75

Reticulated Cowrie

Mauritia maculifera F. A. Schilder, 1932

formerly hawaiiensis (Heiman, 2005)

Dived under ledge at 30° at night Kaenaa Point, Oahu, Hawaii
by Dave Watts

69.5mm

Everett Long Collection
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Two (Shell) Cabinets

Gift of Vicky Wall

Painted wood

Dimensions 20.5” deep (front to back) x 15 wide by 24” tall.
8 drawers

Wood slides (see detail photograph at right)

Painted white (by the donor) over dark painted wood.
Drawers are about 1.75” deep with about 1” clearance between each drawer

We will auction these as two separate lots. They will not be at the end of the auction! They arrived too
late to insert into the catalog which was already finished. We will auction them somewhere in the mid-
dle or wherever the demand seems to warrant.

Great cabinets for storing your shell collection or any other object. Nancy says she might bid for her
many craft supplies!
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